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WYMBOLWOOD BEACH ASSOCIATIONWYMBOLWOOD BEACH ASSOCIATION
Membership:

Full Annual Family Membership - $60
Associate Membership - $30
Tennis Membership - $50 (includes 2 tags)
Additional Yearbooks - $20 each (as available)
Park refurbishment donations encouraged and recognized annually
Day Camp donation encouraged*

Membership dues and/ or Changes of Name & Address can be mailed to:

Wymbolwood Beach Association
C/O. Kathryn From
37 Woodlawn Ave. East
Toronto, ON    M4T 1B9

In Memoriam & New Additions:
Please do not hesitate to make Directors aware of those we should be remembering and those we are welcoming.

Let us know if you would like anything added to the yearbook. This is your yearbook -- please contribute
Please send photos and articles to:

Eric From
213 Glengrove Ave W
Toronto, ON M4R 1P4
ejfrom@gmail.com

*In an effort to maintain the Annual Family Membership fee at $60 we ask those families who benefit from the youth activities 
summer camp to consider a donation to assist in the funding of this program.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIPBENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
Whether you’re a year round resident or seasonal cottager, the Wymbolwood Beach Association provides various services to 
you. We have many social activities, communicate township information, and assist with the security of your cottage through 
the Neighborhood Watch program.

All Members Receive:

One copy of the annual yearbook

Spring update letter and regular e-mail updates (as necessary) 

Access to all WBA activities

Voting privileges at the AGM

Updates regarding FoTTSA and other Township information
Contact information available to Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator and OPP as required 

Listing of contact information in yearbook

Access to WBA website www.wymbolwood.ca 



Our Vision:

To keep Wymbolwood Beach the place where we want to be

Our Mission:

To promote our sense of community

To represent the interest of our membership

To secure our heritage and influence our future

We will promote our sense of community by:

Communicating with our members including the yearbook, bulletin board, annual survey, President’s letters 
and the annual general meeting

Providing forums for people to meet

Increasing membership within traditional boundaries to sustain the Association through the annual member-
ship drive and the welcoming committee, (President, Past President and other designates)

Involving a broad cross section of members as volunteers

Acting as a point of contact for local business, other organizations and government
Providing social events, (List of events) and,

Providing the tennis courts, summer youth program and our park

We will represent the interest of our membership by:

Collecting and disseminating information to members on social, political, environmental and safety matters

Providing a Neighborhood Watch Program

Annual Survey of members

Newsletters

Telephone campaigns

Acting cohesively, getting involved and being informed

We will secure our heritage and influence our future by:

Keeping the traditions alive
‘Leaf from the Past’ feature in the yearbook

Highlights and reporting of events in the yearbook (Designated photographer at all events) 
Maintaining our park 



2022 DIRECTORS AND VOLUNTEERS2022 DIRECTORS AND VOLUNTEERS
Wymbolwood Beach Association Directors/Volunteers

fionaboylanjacobs@gmail.com

Please remember that you and your guests share these waters with 
all of us and power craft are limited to:

10 km/h within 300m of shore

unless dropping a water skier, tube, or similar, in which case the boat 
must head straight in and straight out. Please tell your guests. 

This year several members will place buoys 300m out from the beach  
-- keep an eye out for them! 

BOATING SAFETY REMINDERBOATING SAFETY REMINDER



Wymbolwood Beach Association Directors/Volunteers

fionaboylanjacobs@gmail.com

CAMP AD GOES HERE

HEY KIDS! COME AND JOIN THE FUN AT HEY KIDS! COME AND JOIN THE FUN AT 
THETHE

WYMBOLWOOD SUMMER WYMBOLWOOD SUMMER 
CAMP!CAMP!

WEEKDAYS IN THE PARKWEEKDAYS IN THE PARK
JULY 4TH - AUGUST 19TH JULY 4TH - AUGUST 19TH 
(WEATHER PERMITTING)(WEATHER PERMITTING)
AGES 4-12AGES 4-12
2 CAMP COUNSELLORS2 CAMP COUNSELLORS
NO PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIREDNO PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

PLEASE BRING SNACKS, WIPES, DRINKS AND SUNBLOCK (THERE ARE NO PLEASE BRING SNACKS, WIPES, DRINKS AND SUNBLOCK (THERE ARE NO 
WASHROOM FACILITIES ON SITE) WASHROOM FACILITIES ON SITE) 

QUESTIONS? ASK JESSICA AT JESSICARUBYBENT@GMAIL.COMQUESTIONS? ASK JESSICA AT JESSICARUBYBENT@GMAIL.COM

GAMES! GAMES! 
SPORTS! SPORTS! 
CRAFTS!CRAFTS!
MAKE NEW FRIENDS!MAKE NEW FRIENDS!
FUN! FUN! FUN!FUN! FUN! FUN!

JUST SHOW UP! 

JUST SHOW UP! 



FROM THE PRESIDENT...FROM THE PRESIDENT...

Welcome back to Wymbolwood -- back to our WBA games, summer camp for kids and our Welcome back to Wymbolwood -- back to our WBA games, summer camp for kids and our 
annual Corn Roast.  While we shift from lockdown to ‘learning to live with Covid’, we’ll take annual Corn Roast.  While we shift from lockdown to ‘learning to live with Covid’, we’ll take 
a cautious but optimistic approach to our community activities. There’s much to celebrate. a cautious but optimistic approach to our community activities. There’s much to celebrate. 
This year marks the 75th anniversary of our association and we plan to honour the occasion This year marks the 75th anniversary of our association and we plan to honour the occasion 
in style.  With the help of Sue Morrison and her team of volunteers, this year’s Corn Roast in style.  With the help of Sue Morrison and her team of volunteers, this year’s Corn Roast 
sponsored by Peggy Worthen (July 30) plans to be bigger and better than ever.  Be sure to sponsored by Peggy Worthen (July 30) plans to be bigger and better than ever.  Be sure to 
mark your calendars and stay turned for more details. mark your calendars and stay turned for more details. 

Our 75th anniversary is also a time to reflect on the reasons why the Wymbolwood Beach Our 75th anniversary is also a time to reflect on the reasons why the Wymbolwood Beach 
Association exists in the first place. Back in 1947, the WBA was formed as a way of protect-Association exists in the first place. Back in 1947, the WBA was formed as a way of protect-
ing the interests of the growing cottage community.  Today, the same is true. As we wel-ing the interests of the growing cottage community.  Today, the same is true. As we wel-
come newcomers to the beach, we’re reminded of the important work our volunteers do each come newcomers to the beach, we’re reminded of the important work our volunteers do each 
year to keep our long-standing traditions alive and well.  Our directors and volunteers are year to keep our long-standing traditions alive and well.  Our directors and volunteers are 
listed in this book. If you see them on the beach, please take a moment and thank them for listed in this book. If you see them on the beach, please take a moment and thank them for 
their contribution -- they’ll appreciate it. their contribution -- they’ll appreciate it. 

One special contributor worth highlighting is Dave Sparrow and the many years of service One special contributor worth highlighting is Dave Sparrow and the many years of service 
he gave to our community. Dave recently passed away at age 93 and up until recently, was he gave to our community. Dave recently passed away at age 93 and up until recently, was 
still knocking on the doors of local businesses encouraging them to advertise in our year-still knocking on the doors of local businesses encouraging them to advertise in our year-
book.  Dave single-handily built up our network of advertisers the old-fashioned way – with book.  Dave single-handily built up our network of advertisers the old-fashioned way – with 
a handshake and smile.  As a year-round resident, Dave also served as our community watch a handshake and smile.  As a year-round resident, Dave also served as our community watch 
member and kept us plugged in to local council changes and other relevant happenings.  member and kept us plugged in to local council changes and other relevant happenings.  
He loved sharing Wymbolwood with friends and family and according to his daughter Anne, He loved sharing Wymbolwood with friends and family and according to his daughter Anne, 
passed away peacefully looking out at the bay while the sun sparkled off the water.  We’ll passed away peacefully looking out at the bay while the sun sparkled off the water.  We’ll 
miss him.  miss him.  

Enjoy your summer! Enjoy your summer! 

JEFF FREDERICKSJEFF FREDERICKS
PRESIDENTPRESIDENT



EDITOR’S DESKEDITOR’S DESK
2022 is going to be a great year, and it is the 75th anniversary of the Wymbol-2022 is going to be a great year, and it is the 75th anniversary of the Wymbol-
wood Beach Association! Thank you to all of you who contributed articles and wood Beach Association! Thank you to all of you who contributed articles and 
pictures to this edition of the WBA Yearbook.pictures to this edition of the WBA Yearbook.

 I would like to thank Karen McDonald Whitney for her hard work spearheading  I would like to thank Karen McDonald Whitney for her hard work spearheading 
this year’s advertising and Blair Fleming for laying out the advertising section. this year’s advertising and Blair Fleming for laying out the advertising section. 

Please remember to support our advertisers as without them, this book wouldn’t Please remember to support our advertisers as without them, this book wouldn’t 
be possible. Mention that you saw their ad in the Wymbolwood Yearbook. Let’s be possible. Mention that you saw their ad in the Wymbolwood Yearbook. Let’s 
all have a great summer! all have a great summer! 

ERIC FROMERIC FROM
EDITOREDITOR



The Regatta and Field Day, after a one-year virtual hiatus The Regatta and Field Day, after a one-year virtual hiatus 
came back in style in 2021.  There had been thoughts came back in style in 2021.  There had been thoughts 
of a second interruption, but just as the activities have of a second interruption, but just as the activities have 
evolved over the years from such events as the frog evolved over the years from such events as the frog 
jumping contest, hand paddling canoes, the women’s nail jumping contest, hand paddling canoes, the women’s nail 
hammering contest, and Village People records on the hammering contest, and Village People records on the 
prize table, some foresight, organization, and indomi-prize table, some foresight, organization, and indomi-
table spirit (that’s all you Regatta Leader Jessica Ko-table spirit (that’s all you Regatta Leader Jessica Ko-
turbash), had us up and running and able to roll with the turbash), had us up and running and able to roll with the 
restrictions du jour.restrictions du jour.

WYMBOLWOOD GAMES 2021WYMBOLWOOD GAMES 2021

A resurgence of the beach along with the ever-generous A resurgence of the beach along with the ever-generous 
McIntoshes place offset a bit of a rainy morning for the McIntoshes place offset a bit of a rainy morning for the 
beach regatta.  The breath of fresh air that comes with beach regatta.  The breath of fresh air that comes with 
a Wymbolwood morning came from the sight of families a Wymbolwood morning came from the sight of families 
walking together to the site as they have done year after walking together to the site as they have done year after 
year after year after year.  year after year after year.  

Most of the standard events were held with the typical Most of the standard events were held with the typical 
competitive flair — slipper toss, water race, egg and spoon competitive flair — slipper toss, water race, egg and spoon 
race, and the egg toss.  Some others had to be tossed race, and the egg toss.  Some others had to be tossed 
themselves.  All the ingenuity in the world apparently can’t themselves.  All the ingenuity in the world apparently can’t 
make for a socially distanced three-legged or wheelbar-make for a socially distanced three-legged or wheelbar-
row race.  The tug of war was uncontested as well, but the row race.  The tug of war was uncontested as well, but the 
rope is looking good and strong for a reprise of its primary rope is looking good and strong for a reprise of its primary 



2021 MEDALS2021 MEDALS
Junior GirlsJunior Girls
1st Ruby Koturbash1st Ruby Koturbash
2nd Kathryn Champion2nd Kathryn Champion
3rd Alice Flaman Zentil3rd Alice Flaman Zentil

Junior BoysJunior Boys
1st Max Ludlow1st Max Ludlow
1st Julian Flaman Zentil1st Julian Flaman Zentil
3rd Sam Cooper3rd Sam Cooper

REGATTA 2021REGATTA 2021

Senior BoysSenior Boys
1st Cameron Champion1st Cameron Champion
2nd August Neumann2nd August Neumann
3rd Theo Davis3rd Theo Davis

Senior GirlsSenior Girls
1st Alice Snider-Field1st Alice Snider-Field
2nd Emma Forster2nd Emma Forster
3rd Kate Forster3rd Kate Forster
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function this summer.function this summer.

Field Day was also a great success with excellent weather and Field Day was also a great success with excellent weather and 
attendance.  Ball kick replaced ball throw but everything else attendance.  Ball kick replaced ball throw but everything else 
seemed par for the course.  The major sign of normalcy being seemed par for the course.  The major sign of normalcy being 
the difficulty in judging the standing-on-one-leg contest; both the difficulty in judging the standing-on-one-leg contest; both 
the contest and the difficulty judging are, perhaps, among the the contest and the difficulty judging are, perhaps, among the 
most long standing Wymbolwood traditions.most long standing Wymbolwood traditions.

Of course, the Wymbolwood Mile rounded out events for the Of course, the Wymbolwood Mile rounded out events for the 
year — easy for some, hard for others.  We had strollers being year — easy for some, hard for others.  We had strollers being 
pushed, barefoot competitors (probably lost the shoes in a pushed, barefoot competitors (probably lost the shoes in a 
primo slipper toss from a few weeks before), very young com-primo slipper toss from a few weeks before), very young com-
petitors running together, and very not so young competitors petitors running together, and very not so young competitors 
showing us all how it is done.showing us all how it is done.

As with all we do, the success of As with all we do, the success of 
Regatta and Field Day are fully Regatta and Field Day are fully 
dependent on participation.  Fami-dependent on participation.  Fami-
lies flow in and out (and then back lies flow in and out (and then back 
in) to these days largely based on in) to these days largely based on 
the ages of their children, but you the ages of their children, but you 
don’t have to be able to crack the don’t have to be able to crack the 
four-minute Wymbolwood mile or four-minute Wymbolwood mile or 
be cheering on your grand-child to be cheering on your grand-child to 
take advantage of the opportunity to take advantage of the opportunity to 

FIELD DAY 2021FIELD DAY 2021

meet your neighbours.  meet your neighbours.  

This summer we intend to This summer we intend to 
reprise some of the other reprise some of the other 
traditional activities such as traditional activities such as 
the candy toss and hot dog the candy toss and hot dog 
BBQ and are hoping to see a BBQ and are hoping to see a 
big turnout all around.big turnout all around.





THE WYMBOLWOOD LIFETHE WYMBOLWOOD LIFE
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY JULIA ARONOV PHOTOGRAPHY BY JULIA ARONOV 
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IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM

BRIAN MCCARTHYBRIAN MCCARTHY
DAVE SPARROWDAVE SPARROW

The Wymbolwood Beach Association offers our deepest sympathy to the The Wymbolwood Beach Association offers our deepest sympathy to the 
families and friends of the members who were lost to us in the last year. families and friends of the members who were lost to us in the last year. 



Well, it’s me again, another amazing year at the beach full of interesting events and crazy adven-Well, it’s me again, another amazing year at the beach full of interesting events and crazy adven-
tures! That cute little pup came to the beach every morning and chased me. She even started to tures! That cute little pup came to the beach every morning and chased me. She even started to 
chase me into the water and I had to fly away! She would jump up and try and catch me! Almost got chase me into the water and I had to fly away! She would jump up and try and catch me! Almost got 
my tail feathers a few times. my tail feathers a few times. 

The beach umbrella ladies were back in their spots reading their books and chatting away. At least The beach umbrella ladies were back in their spots reading their books and chatting away. At least 
the beach was bigger this year so I could chill in front of them. Listening to their stories was rather the beach was bigger this year so I could chill in front of them. Listening to their stories was rather 
peculiar. They talked about these things called butter tarts, books and beverages! They sometimes peculiar. They talked about these things called butter tarts, books and beverages! They sometimes 
brought snacks to the beach but they would never share! That girl next door sometimes dropped a brought snacks to the beach but they would never share! That girl next door sometimes dropped a 
blueberry or cracker and I swoop in a grab it. I nibbled on it quick before she chased me! blueberry or cracker and I swoop in a grab it. I nibbled on it quick before she chased me! 

There were lots of wave runners out there this year. A few new ones There were lots of wave runners out there this year. A few new ones 
to look out for and some new drivers! I saw some paddle boarders out to look out for and some new drivers! I saw some paddle boarders out 
and about. I wish I could jump on the back and go for a ride! I tried and about. I wish I could jump on the back and go for a ride! I tried 
a couple of times but they would always shoo me away! Those yel-a couple of times but they would always shoo me away! Those yel-
low mats were quite comfy, I snuck a few floats on them. It was fun. low mats were quite comfy, I snuck a few floats on them. It was fun. 

that bat and ball run-that bat and ball run-
ning those bases. It ning those bases. It 
was very enjoyable for was very enjoyable for 
me. They sometimes me. They sometimes 
had these long tubes had these long tubes 
of frozen water. I got of frozen water. I got 
to eat some red and to eat some red and 
blue ones when they blue ones when they 
spilled. So yummy but spilled. So yummy but 
gave me a belly ache! gave me a belly ache! 

There were people and kids up and down There were people and kids up and down 
the beach all day! Toys here, toys there, the beach all day! Toys here, toys there, 
toys everywhere! I really like watching the toys everywhere! I really like watching the 
baseball games on the beach this year. baseball games on the beach this year. 
Those boys and girls were pretty good with Those boys and girls were pretty good with 

I had a real treat this year, I got to fly out deep and chill on the top of a mast! There were four I had a real treat this year, I got to fly out deep and chill on the top of a mast! There were four 
boats anchored out there! So nice to see them. They looked so beautiful out there at sunset. boats anchored out there! So nice to see them. They looked so beautiful out there at sunset. 
Speaking of sunsets, each one was so stunning this summer with red, pink, orange and purple Speaking of sunsets, each one was so stunning this summer with red, pink, orange and purple 
skies. I heard this guy on the beach talk about a green flash that happens just before the sun hits skies. I heard this guy on the beach talk about a green flash that happens just before the sun hits 
the water and you know what? I saw it! Very cool! Make sure you watch for it this year! Anyway, the water and you know what? I saw it! Very cool! Make sure you watch for it this year! Anyway, 
see you on the beach soon. Come say hi and maybe a game of tag. You’re it, can’t catch me!see you on the beach soon. Come say hi and maybe a game of tag. You’re it, can’t catch me!

- Jonathan- Jonathan

JONATHAN THE SEAGULLJONATHAN THE SEAGULL
BY KAELIN FLEMINGBY KAELIN FLEMING

Photo: Julia AronovPhoto: Julia Aronov



We got engaged on February 26, We got engaged on February 26, 
2021 while COVID restrictions had 2021 while COVID restrictions had 
restaurants closed and most people restaurants closed and most people 
working from home. Consistent with working from home. Consistent with 
the times, we celebrated our engage-the times, we celebrated our engage-
ment with Seth’s family by popping ment with Seth’s family by popping 
champagne outside in a park and champagne outside in a park and 
then Sarah’s parents with a bonfire then Sarah’s parents with a bonfire 
outside.outside.

We were daunted by the idea of We were daunted by the idea of 
booking a wedding venue during booking a wedding venue during 
COVID. Luckily, both of our families COVID. Luckily, both of our families 
suggested the perfect spot: the Cot-suggested the perfect spot: the Cot-
tage. Wymbolwood Beach and Geor-tage. Wymbolwood Beach and Geor-
gian Bay are near and dear to both gian Bay are near and dear to both 
of our families. Sarah’s family (the of our families. Sarah’s family (the 
Haliburtons) has been coming up to Haliburtons) has been coming up to 
the beach since 1931 while Seth’s the beach since 1931 while Seth’s 
family (the Haigs) is from Midland family (the Haigs) is from Midland 
and spent summers all over Georgian and spent summers all over Georgian 
Bay.Bay.

Our families’ suggestion was in-Our families’ suggestion was in-
spired, and so with three months’ spired, and so with three months’ 
notice, the invites went out. notice, the invites went out. 

WYMBOLWOOD WEDDINGWYMBOLWOOD WEDDING
BY SARAH HALIBURTON AND SETH WHITMOREBY SARAH HALIBURTON AND SETH WHITMORE

We chose September 18, 2021 as our wedding day and September did not disappoint. We were We chose September 18, 2021 as our wedding day and September did not disappoint. We were 
greeted by a warm sunny day, lapping waves, and a breeze off the water. Many of our guests who greeted by a warm sunny day, lapping waves, and a breeze off the water. Many of our guests who 
came from places like Edmonton, New York, and New Hampshire joked that the Caribbean-like set-came from places like Edmonton, New York, and New Hampshire joked that the Caribbean-like set-
ting was not what they had expected. ting was not what they had expected. 

The wedding went off without a hitch. Well, mostly. Yes, Laura Haliburton had to get her hair done The wedding went off without a hitch. Well, mostly. Yes, Laura Haliburton had to get her hair done 
twice and the Haliburtons were still getting dressed when the guests began to arrive. And it’s true twice and the Haliburtons were still getting dressed when the guests began to arrive. And it’s true 
that one of our ring-bearers went AWOL while the other only walked down the aisle for the promise that one of our ring-bearers went AWOL while the other only walked down the aisle for the promise 
of a gummy bear. But we would not have had it any other way. We were spoiled by getting to share of a gummy bear. But we would not have had it any other way. We were spoiled by getting to share 
the day with our families, many of whom we had not seen in almost two years, and to get married at the day with our families, many of whom we had not seen in almost two years, and to get married at 
a place steeped in family history. For close to 90 years, the Cottage has been a place where friends a place steeped in family history. For close to 90 years, the Cottage has been a place where friends 
and family have come together. We feel lucky that our wedding is now a part of that history. and family have come together. We feel lucky that our wedding is now a part of that history. 





Every wedding owes its success to Every wedding owes its success to 
those behind the scenes who made those behind the scenes who made 
the details big and small possible. the details big and small possible. 
Our wedding was no different.Our wedding was no different.

Thank you to Dave and Sandy Thank you to Dave and Sandy 
Haliburton who not only opened up Haliburton who not only opened up 
their home to host but who acted their home to host but who acted 
as our wedding planners in the as our wedding planners in the 
months leading up to the wedding. months leading up to the wedding. 
Every good idea started with Sandy Every good idea started with Sandy 
and Dave, and without them the and Dave, and without them the 
wedding would not have been pos-wedding would not have been pos-
sible. sible. 

Thank you to Seth’s mom, Susan Thank you to Seth’s mom, Susan 
Haig, for officiating the wedding Haig, for officiating the wedding 
beautifully, reminding us we need-beautifully, reminding us we need-
ed to submit a wedding license ed to submit a wedding license 
application before our wedding, application before our wedding, 
and hosting a fabulous post-wed-and hosting a fabulous post-wed-
ding brunch. Thank you to Seth’s ding brunch. Thank you to Seth’s 
Dad, Ian Whitmore, for hosting Dad, Ian Whitmore, for hosting 
the rehearsal dinner and the pre-the rehearsal dinner and the pre-
wedding night party which allowed wedding night party which allowed 
both sides of the family to meet both sides of the family to meet 
and mingle before the big day. and mingle before the big day. 

Unsurprisingly there is a much Unsurprisingly there is a much 
longer list of other people whose longer list of other people whose 
help was invaluable. A few of these help was invaluable. A few of these 
people will likely read the beach people will likely read the beach 
book and deserve special kudos.book and deserve special kudos.

Thank you to Lewis Merritt for making us laugh and endless ‘meauxments’. Thank you to the Wym-Thank you to Lewis Merritt for making us laugh and endless ‘meauxments’. Thank you to the Wym-
bolwood community for coming to watch the wedding from the beach (causing one of our guests from bolwood community for coming to watch the wedding from the beach (causing one of our guests from 
Los Angeles to compare you all to the LA paparazzi). We also had special help from the Campbells Los Angeles to compare you all to the LA paparazzi). We also had special help from the Campbells 
who lent us essentials (including the wedding arch), the Roses who lent us vases, the Dormans who who lent us essentials (including the wedding arch), the Roses who lent us vases, the Dormans who 
provided the party favourites for the under-five crowd, and from the Woods, and the Fennell/Hollo-provided the party favourites for the under-five crowd, and from the Woods, and the Fennell/Hollo-
ways who kindly let our guests park in their driveways.ways who kindly let our guests park in their driveways.



The Once and Future Great Lakes Country – An Ecological His-
tory by John L. Riley (McGill-Queen’s University Press 2013, 
488 pages, softcover ISBN 978-0-7735-4388-1)  

This is a scholarly work (160 pages of exhaustive footnotes 
and bibliography) but it’s accessible to the general reader. 
Don’t be intimidated or discouraged as I was initially upon en-
countering words like propagules, Hypsithermal, and cucurbit-
acin and these teasers only halfway through the first chapter. 
The author, an advisor at the Nature Conservancy of Canada 
and activist on many ecologically sensitive files in Ontario 
over the years, delves into geography, archeology, geology, 
botany, Indigenous and colonial history, all wrapped up in the 
environmental history of a bi-national country that embraces 
the territory of lakes and rivers tributary to the Great Lakes. 
There is an excellent selection of historical and contempo-
rary maps and other illustrations enriching the text. 
    
The “Once” is the prehistory of the land after the last ice age 
and then its history of human settlement with a focus on the 
last two hundred years, when the “ability to secure, sever, and 
sell land remains the tried and true path to wealth.” Riley’s 
knowledge of its past and experiences in the present on his 

THE ONCE AND FUTURE THE ONCE AND FUTURE 
GREAT LAKES COUNTRYGREAT LAKES COUNTRY

BOOK REVIEW BY BRUCE CONRONBOOK REVIEW BY BRUCE CONRON

rural property in hilly Mono Township, with 
its northern prospect of the Nottawasaga 
valley and to the south the Oak Ridges, 
runs as a thread or a microcosm to the big 
historical picture. 
   
His book succeeds in answering the ques-
tions he poses early on: “What lessons 
survive from the days of epic contest for 
this place? What events so aligned that 
the conquest of a continent gave rise to 
land uses and land tenure-ideas that would 
entice unprecedented numbers of cross-
ocean migrants, and change the place 
more totally, more rapidly, than anything in 

Photo: Alice PriestPhoto: Alice Priest



the 10,000 years before?” Along the way you will find references to the archeology of Awenda Provincial 
Park dating back to 1450, to the discovery of cedars that were growing on the foot of Georgian Bay’s 
Blue Mountain escarpment over thirty-five hundred years ago, to a present-day nesting zone at Wasaga 
Beach for the threatened piping plover, and to a healthy colony of migratory trumpeter swans in the Wye 
Marsh. 

For Riley personally, “one of the more transcendent rites of spring is to canoe Minesing Swamp on full 
flood, beyond the hackberry levees into the deep clear waters in the fen, where you can see beneath 
your canoe, under several feet of water, crystal red pitcher plants.” This nature reserve, along the county 
road to our family cottage, he informs us is also home to rare wild orchids and sandhill cranes. 
   
Another term found toward the conclusion of the book is re-wilding or the on-going naturalizing of land 
for plants and animals on both sides of the Great Lakes by government and private initiative. Despite 
all the depredations to our primordial environment he catalogues historically and that we are all too 
familiar with today, in his afterword entitled “Nature Never Repeats Itself,” a cautiously optimistic Riley 
says that constant change confers a freedom of choice about the kind of future change we would like to 
leave to our descendants.
    

Photo: Julia AronovPhoto: Julia Aronov 



Google tells me it’s 18km and 17 minutes to Downtown Midland.  That’s not bad Google tells me it’s 18km and 17 minutes to Downtown Midland.  That’s not bad 
for an early Saturday morning trip to pick up a few groceries or maybe a few items for an early Saturday morning trip to pick up a few groceries or maybe a few items 
from the hardware store to keep the cottage in order.  But what if you decided to go from the hardware store to keep the cottage in order.  But what if you decided to go 
the long way?  I mean, the really really long way.  You can do it in about 6 hours, the long way?  I mean, the really really long way.  You can do it in about 6 hours, 
navigating 30 nautical miles of gorgeous Georgian Bay; plus or minus.  Really it all navigating 30 nautical miles of gorgeous Georgian Bay; plus or minus.  Really it all 
depends on the mood of Mishipeshu.  depends on the mood of Mishipeshu.  

Come join us on our 6 hour tour.  It’s a fantastic adventure and one amazing view of Come join us on our 6 hour tour.  It’s a fantastic adventure and one amazing view of 
Wymbolwood (from the other side).  I’ll tell ya, Mr. Lightfoot got it right.Wymbolwood (from the other side).  I’ll tell ya, Mr. Lightfoot got it right.

We start our early morning on Midland Bay and take a left up the Severn Sound.  We start our early morning on Midland Bay and take a left up the Severn Sound.  
It’s called the Severn Sound Highway, there’s all kinds of like-minded traffic with It’s called the Severn Sound Highway, there’s all kinds of like-minded traffic with 
the same idea - ‘find our playground for the week.’ the same idea - ‘find our playground for the week.’ 

Keeping Penetang and navigational marker M12 to Port and the Gin Rocks to the Keeping Penetang and navigational marker M12 to Port and the Gin Rocks to the 
East, Giant’s Tomb comes into view and the crew gets a chill.  It means we’ve left East, Giant’s Tomb comes into view and the crew gets a chill.  It means we’ve left 
civilization behind and have an adventure, a journey, in front of us.  It’s never the civilization behind and have an adventure, a journey, in front of us.  It’s never the 
same.  That’s one of the exhilarating things about what we’re doing.  We’ve found same.  That’s one of the exhilarating things about what we’re doing.  We’ve found 
remote sandy beaches, deserted islands to explore, rocky shorelines to kayak, remote sandy beaches, deserted islands to explore, rocky shorelines to kayak, 
beaver dams and their stewards, armies of little green frogs, secret caverns & beaver dams and their stewards, armies of little green frogs, secret caverns & 
passages, sunken ships, rivers, hikes, inflatable docks parties, dingy rides, knee passages, sunken ships, rivers, hikes, inflatable docks parties, dingy rides, knee 
boarding, and Tarzan ropes.  Whew, that’s a lot.  But most important, and never boarding, and Tarzan ropes.  Whew, that’s a lot.  But most important, and never 
enough, new and old friends to create more memories.enough, new and old friends to create more memories.

WYMBOLWOOD-HO, PIRATE DNA WYMBOLWOOD-HO, PIRATE DNA 
CONFIRMED...CONFIRMED...

BY BLAIR FLEMINGBY BLAIR FLEMING



We veer to Port at M6 (Sawlog Point), putting We veer to Port at M6 (Sawlog Point), putting 
the treacherous Minos Bank behind us - taking the treacherous Minos Bank behind us - taking 
it off the Captain’s mind.  There’s something to it off the Captain’s mind.  There’s something to 
be said about miles of seemingly open water be said about miles of seemingly open water 
and to know there is Canadian Shield hiding 2 and to know there is Canadian Shield hiding 2 
feet under ready to shorten your trip.feet under ready to shorten your trip.

We set our sights West towards Methodist Bay, We set our sights West towards Methodist Bay, 
one of our go-to spots.  With her jumping rocks, one of our go-to spots.  With her jumping rocks, 
beaches, trails, and the mysterious sunken beaches, trails, and the mysterious sunken 
bones of the ‘Reliever’ after she burned in the bones of the ‘Reliever’ after she burned in the 
bay in 1909.  We could drop anchor for a quick bay in 1909.  We could drop anchor for a quick 
swim, but there’s 4 hours in front of us.swim, but there’s 4 hours in front of us.

The Christian Islands: Beckwith (aka Faith), The Christian Islands: Beckwith (aka Faith), 
Hope, and Christian (aka Charity) are in the Hope, and Christian (aka Charity) are in the 

distance.  Beckwith Island is the closest, inviting us to the warm waters of her Eastern anchorage.  distance.  Beckwith Island is the closest, inviting us to the warm waters of her Eastern anchorage.  
In the haze to the North is Hope, teasing us with her wicked turquoise waters and perfect sandy In the haze to the North is Hope, teasing us with her wicked turquoise waters and perfect sandy 
bottom.  She’s also the jumping point to the Eastern Passages of 12 Mile Bay, Parry Sound, Killbear, bottom.  She’s also the jumping point to the Eastern Passages of 12 Mile Bay, Parry Sound, Killbear, 
and Franklin Island (that’s another story to tell).  Let’s stay focused, we’re heading to Wymbolwood.and Franklin Island (that’s another story to tell).  Let’s stay focused, we’re heading to Wymbolwood.

We’re in 195 feet (32 fathoms) of water.  That’s a lot of water for our seven-foot draft.  The mouth We’re in 195 feet (32 fathoms) of water.  That’s a lot of water for our seven-foot draft.  The mouth 
of Thunder Bay seems to take forever to pass as we aim for the mainland pier of the Christian Island of Thunder Bay seems to take forever to pass as we aim for the mainland pier of the Christian Island 
ferry at Cedar Point.ferry at Cedar Point.

We reach the crest of Cedar Point and now the GPS is dialed in to a very specific spot just off the We reach the crest of Cedar Point and now the GPS is dialed in to a very specific spot just off the 
Southern Tip of Christian Island: The Campana Shoal.  It’s another 45 minutes to the shoal – the Southern Tip of Christian Island: The Campana Shoal.  It’s another 45 minutes to the shoal – the 
Admiral (Jennifer) orders the Captain (Blair) to relax.  We’ve done this before, we can do this.  Go-Admiral (Jennifer) orders the Captain (Blair) to relax.  We’ve done this before, we can do this.  Go-
ing from 195 feet of water to 12.8 in a blink of an eye isn’t anything to worry about, right?  12 feet is ing from 195 feet of water to 12.8 in a blink of an eye isn’t anything to worry about, right?  12 feet is 
still a lot of water, we trust the chart, no rocks in these parts (fingers and toes crossed).still a lot of water, we trust the chart, no rocks in these parts (fingers and toes crossed).

“I’m sailin’ down the summer day,“I’m sailin’ down the summer day,
Where the fish and seagulls playWhere the fish and seagulls play

I put my troubles awayI put my troubles away
She’s a good old boat and she’ll stay afloat…”She’s a good old boat and she’ll stay afloat…”

The Christian Island lighthouse stands proud and more often than not The Christian Island lighthouse stands proud and more often than not 
someone starts singing… someone starts singing… 



We stay the course to marker We stay the course to marker 
‘Ma’, a Green-Red-Green lat-‘Ma’, a Green-Red-Green lat-
eral buoy, that tells us we’re eral buoy, that tells us we’re 
now breaching Georgian now breaching Georgian 
Bay and clearing the Shoal.  Bay and clearing the Shoal.  
We look to the Southeast-We look to the Southeast-
ern shore of Nottawasaga ern shore of Nottawasaga 
Bay.  The 2nd cell tower to Bay.  The 2nd cell tower to 
the West – that’s where we the West – that’s where we 
find family, friends, a boat find family, friends, a boat 
house of toys, and the cot-house of toys, and the cot-
tage.  The kids are certainly tage.  The kids are certainly 
looking forward to the beach, looking forward to the beach, 
the toys, and a promise of a the toys, and a promise of a 
campfire.  I’m now just happy campfire.  I’m now just happy 
to relax and sail without to relax and sail without 
anything trying to break our anything trying to break our 
boat.boat.

With 12 knots of wind on our With 12 knots of wind on our 
starboard quarter and waves starboard quarter and waves 
just right to carry Duo Trio just right to carry Duo Trio 
in the rhythm of the Bay, in the rhythm of the Bay, 
Mishipeshu (a powerful and Mishipeshu (a powerful and 
important Native American important Native American 
mythological water being of mythological water being of 
the Great Lakes) is granting the Great Lakes) is granting 
us safe passage and we’re us safe passage and we’re 
grateful.   We have an in-grateful.   We have an in-
credible 2 hours of sailing in credible 2 hours of sailing in 
front of us.  front of us.  

Wymbolwood-ho, holler the Wymbolwood-ho, holler the 
kids.  We’re ready to land and kids.  We’re ready to land and 
pillage our grandparents!  Pi-pillage our grandparents!  Pi-
rate DNA confirmed – Boggy rate DNA confirmed – Boggy 
Bottom Fleming was appar-Bottom Fleming was appar-
ently a real pirate (at least ently a real pirate (at least 
we think he was).we think he was).

We have one final maneu-We have one final maneu-
ver to accomplish, casting ver to accomplish, casting 
the anchor.  It’s an easy the anchor.  It’s an easy 
task – really just the push task – really just the push 
of a button.  But finding the of a button.  But finding the 
right spot is an exercise in right spot is an exercise in 
bravery, confidence, and bravery, confidence, and 
maintaining a healthy fear maintaining a healthy fear 



pace.  All of a sudden, the depth sounder starts pace.  All of a sudden, the depth sounder starts 
to move, 18, 16, 15, 12.  Hard to Port is the ma-to move, 18, 16, 15, 12.  Hard to Port is the ma-
neuver, engine shifted to reverse (it takes a bit neuver, engine shifted to reverse (it takes a bit 
of distance to stop 15 tons).  of distance to stop 15 tons).  

Pushing back into 15 feet of water, Jennifer Pushing back into 15 feet of water, Jennifer 
casts the anchor and lets out 125 feet of ¾” casts the anchor and lets out 125 feet of ¾” 
chain.  We slide back to 12 feet under the keel – chain.  We slide back to 12 feet under the keel – 
perfect landing.  perfect landing.  

That’s a lot of chain, significantly more than That’s a lot of chain, significantly more than 
is needed.  In a trusted and sheltered anchor-is needed.  In a trusted and sheltered anchor-
age, a 5 to 1 ratio (60 feet), would be more than age, a 5 to 1 ratio (60 feet), would be more than 
enough.  However, we’re in Nottawasaga Bay, enough.  However, we’re in Nottawasaga Bay, 
open water.  It’s not uncommon for the 1pm open water.  It’s not uncommon for the 1pm 
Westerlies to kick up a little, we want to hold Westerlies to kick up a little, we want to hold 
fast.fast.

of grounding a 15 ton, 14 metre yacht.  How close to shore can we get to be in the shadow of of grounding a 15 ton, 14 metre yacht.  How close to shore can we get to be in the shadow of 
Wymbolwood’s forecasted offshore winds so we can gently ‘swing on the hook’?  When will the Wymbolwood’s forecasted offshore winds so we can gently ‘swing on the hook’?  When will the 
4th sandbar make itself known?  Where was that rock again?  Right, over there in front of Snid-4th sandbar make itself known?  Where was that rock again?  Right, over there in front of Snid-
ers.  The farther away the better.ers.  The farther away the better.

The water climbs from 100 feet to 40 feet about one kilometer offshore.  The bay then gradu-The water climbs from 100 feet to 40 feet about one kilometer offshore.  The bay then gradu-
ally rises to 22 feet and stays that way for an eternity.  We’re aiming for 12 feet of water, ally rises to 22 feet and stays that way for an eternity.  We’re aiming for 12 feet of water, 
waiting, and watching the depth sounder - a watch on the bow too.  We’re moving at a snail’s waiting, and watching the depth sounder - a watch on the bow too.  We’re moving at a snail’s 



Our friendly meteorologist, Predict Wind, has promised light winds for the next 5 days and mostly off-Our friendly meteorologist, Predict Wind, has promised light winds for the next 5 days and mostly off-
shore – a sailor needing a rest loves an offshore breeze.  But anything is possible.  We’ll sleep better shore – a sailor needing a rest loves an offshore breeze.  But anything is possible.  We’ll sleep better 
for the next 4 nights having the weight and scope of the chain holding us in place.  Our 25kg Rocna for the next 4 nights having the weight and scope of the chain holding us in place.  Our 25kg Rocna 
anchor will eat up the sandy bottom and bury itself nicely.anchor will eat up the sandy bottom and bury itself nicely.

That’s it…we’re here.  Time to have some fun.  We’ve been on the water for 2.5 weeks and we’re finish-That’s it…we’re here.  Time to have some fun.  We’ve been on the water for 2.5 weeks and we’re finish-
ing it off with an epic few days at Wymbolwood – plus Cousin Kathy decided to have a birthday party.  ing it off with an epic few days at Wymbolwood – plus Cousin Kathy decided to have a birthday party.  
How could we miss that!  How could we miss that!  

We have a few friends out in the Bay on their own adventures – we started with each other 2.5 weeks We have a few friends out in the Bay on their own adventures – we started with each other 2.5 weeks 
ago. Maybe we can finish together?  Te-Hereeny is at Hope Island, North Dawn at Beausoleil Island, ago. Maybe we can finish together?  Te-Hereeny is at Hope Island, North Dawn at Beausoleil Island, 
and Ceiba II is working her way down the Western shore after her journey through the North Channel. A and Ceiba II is working her way down the Western shore after her journey through the North Channel. A 
quick text to our friends advising them of our longitudes and latitudes is replied to with: Did someone quick text to our friends advising them of our longitudes and latitudes is replied to with: Did someone 
say party?  And that’s how four sailboats found their way to the shores of Wymbolwood captured by say party?  And that’s how four sailboats found their way to the shores of Wymbolwood captured by 
Alice Priest on a breathtaking mid-August evening.Alice Priest on a breathtaking mid-August evening.

We keep our eyes religiously on the weather reports – updated every 12 hours. The weather is expected We keep our eyes religiously on the weather reports – updated every 12 hours. The weather is expected 
to take a turn in a few days and we need to always be planning our retreat to protected waters and home to take a turn in a few days and we need to always be planning our retreat to protected waters and home 
port.port.

Photo: Alice PriestPhoto: Alice Priest



Duo Trio is a 2010 Beneteau First 45, hull number 86.  Duo Trio is a 2010 Beneteau First 45, hull number 86.  
She hosts a crew of five: Addison, Cooper, Everett, Jen-She hosts a crew of five: Addison, Cooper, Everett, Jen-
nifer and Blair.  Built in France, she is a racer / cruiser nifer and Blair.  Built in France, she is a racer / cruiser 
with the highest Ocean Class rating.  She’s not the with the highest Ocean Class rating.  She’s not the 
typical cruiser you find on Georgian Bay.  She’s fast typical cruiser you find on Georgian Bay.  She’s fast 
and comfortable…that was our benchmark.  A popular and comfortable…that was our benchmark.  A popular 
sloop in the Mediterranean with a well-established ‘One sloop in the Mediterranean with a well-established ‘One 
Design’ racing fleet.  There’s only two in Canada that Design’ racing fleet.  There’s only two in Canada that 
we know of; a total of 6 in North America.  We’re lucky we know of; a total of 6 in North America.  We’re lucky 
to have her.  She’s taken us on adventures and created to have her.  She’s taken us on adventures and created 
family memories that we could not have predicted.  Her family memories that we could not have predicted.  Her 
original name was Duo, for her two large wheels.  We original name was Duo, for her two large wheels.  We 
wanted to keep that name, so we added three (remem-wanted to keep that name, so we added three (remem-
ber, she hosts a crew of 5).  Next time you see Duo Trio ber, she hosts a crew of 5).  Next time you see Duo Trio 
floating offshore, come on out for a visit.  The fridge is floating offshore, come on out for a visit.  The fridge is 
full.full.



Michael & Mary Anderson
George & Diane Barkas
Ron & Gail Bell 
Steve & Libby Blakely
Brian & Daralis Bradstreet / Collins
Maria Bradstreet
Sarah & Derek Bulas
Mike & Joanne Bulger / Pickard
Bob & Susan Byrick
Anne & Chuck Campbell
Stephanie Carson
Ryan & Tricia Champion
Larry & Bev Cunneyworth
Brad & Linda Conacher/Yule
Grace & Glenn Davis
Ruth Davis
Susan & David De La Plante /Christie
Cheryl Dendekker
Tom & Pat Dorman
Marie & Jeff Fennell / Holloway
Carl & Karen Flaman
Brian and Donna Fleming
David Fortier
Gloria Fredericks
Jeff Fredericks
Eric From
Kathryn From
Steve / Carol Groom / Gatt
Michael & Miyo Guerriere / Yamashita
Anne & Glenn Hanson / Davies
Ian & Nancy Henderson
Gay & Corbin Hendrick
Margaret Hennig
Dave & Pauline Holwell / Carolan
Mark & Rachel Houston / Belanger
Linda Hunter
John & Diane Keefe
Perry & Chrisoula Ketelaars
Aubrey & Megan King

Gord & Sharon Laidlaw
Ed & Cyndi Laman
Bob Lawrie and family
Frank & Milla Liska
Don & Fiona Ludlow / Boylan
Karen MacDonald
Martha MacGray
Gary & Diane Masters
Brian & Arlene McCarthy
Dave & Mary LynnMcIntosh
Bob & Deb Munro
Angela & Thor Neumann
Bill Pashby
Jane Pashby
Dorothea Penman
Wally Pieczonka
Adrianne / Laura Pieczonka / 
Tucker
Rosalind & Simon Pieczonka/Landy
Mr. & Mrs. G. Quaglietta
Frank & Barbara Raso/Danese
Stephen Redlich
Andrew & Heidi Redlich /Keyes
Mike & Laura Robertson
Hans & Diane Rose
Lynn & Robert Short / McBride
Millet & Nancy Salter
Mel & Elaine Snider
Bill & Pam Snider / Goddard
Dave Sparrow
Jan Stapleton
Ivanna Vipavec
Mary-Ann Virelli
Joanne & Richard Lelovic / Weldon
Joan Westcott
Jim & Linda Winter
Jutta Witt
Scott Young

The WBA would like to acknowledge the generous donations made by the following members in the year 
2021 towards the refurbishment of the park. We would also like to recognize the generous donations 
given in 2022 in memoriam of Dave Sparrow, and by Max Ludlow of Primary Paddles. 2022 donations will 
be recognized in next year’s yearbook.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONSTHANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS



My little dog Lucy and I are a common sight year-round walking north or south of our house on the My little dog Lucy and I are a common sight year-round walking north or south of our house on the 
beach. One day last June we headed south to the creek and because it was such a beautiful day we beach. One day last June we headed south to the creek and because it was such a beautiful day we 
crossed the creek and kept walking. The sand was flat and packed hard after a big storm with high crossed the creek and kept walking. The sand was flat and packed hard after a big storm with high 
waves two days earlier. As we walked I noticed what looked like an unusual rock on the beach. It waves two days earlier. As we walked I noticed what looked like an unusual rock on the beach. It 
was slightly rounded and had a bit of moss growing on it. I continued past it until we saw another was slightly rounded and had a bit of moss growing on it. I continued past it until we saw another 
dog on the beach and turned for home. As I passed the rock the second time I went over for a closer dog on the beach and turned for home. As I passed the rock the second time I went over for a closer 
look. Imagine my surprise when two eyes looked up at me! It was a turtle completely immobilized in look. Imagine my surprise when two eyes looked up at me! It was a turtle completely immobilized in 
the sand with its head retracted way back into its shell.the sand with its head retracted way back into its shell.

Lucy was extremely curious so as I held her at arm’s length on her leash I started to dig down to Lucy was extremely curious so as I held her at arm’s length on her leash I started to dig down to 
try to release the edge of the shell. I was astonished at the size of it. It took a bit of digging and try to release the edge of the shell. I was astonished at the size of it. It took a bit of digging and 
a mighty heave to free it. The turtle seemed a little dazed when first freed and it had a lot of sand a mighty heave to free it. The turtle seemed a little dazed when first freed and it had a lot of sand 
packed on its shell. I did my best to clean it off. As I did, packed on its shell. I did my best to clean it off. As I did, 
the turtle turned his head from side to side, and when the turtle turned his head from side to side, and when 
I gave him a little push toward the water he snapped I gave him a little push toward the water he snapped 
straight out which cleared up any confusion about what straight out which cleared up any confusion about what 
breed he was!breed he was!

I left him close to the water’s edge in the hope he could I left him close to the water’s edge in the hope he could 
find his way home. A week or so later another dog-walker, find his way home. A week or so later another dog-walker, 
Sarah, told me that she had followed a turtle swimming Sarah, told me that she had followed a turtle swimming 
north so presumably our friend reoriented himself and north so presumably our friend reoriented himself and 
found his way home. It was a great adventure!found his way home. It was a great adventure!

A SANDY SURPRISEA SANDY SURPRISE
BY GAY HENDRICKBY GAY HENDRICK



JAN STAPLETON
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Dave and Bridget Sparrow fell in love with Wymbolwood Dave and Bridget Sparrow fell in love with Wymbolwood 
Beach when they first rented 766 TBRS from the “Corks” in Beach when they first rented 766 TBRS from the “Corks” in 
July, 1962. They bought it the following year and we are cel-July, 1962. They bought it the following year and we are cel-
ebrating our 60th Anniversary on the beach this year.ebrating our 60th Anniversary on the beach this year.

Regardless of what country the family was living in, we Regardless of what country the family was living in, we 
always spent our summers on Wymbolwood Beach. The cot-always spent our summers on Wymbolwood Beach. The cot-
tage has seen several renovations to accommodate a growing tage has seen several renovations to accommodate a growing 
family and friends. It became Dave and Bridget’s permanent family and friends. It became Dave and Bridget’s permanent 
home in 1992. home in 1992. 

Dave was a staunch supporter of the WBA and took the Dave was a staunch supporter of the WBA and took the 
yearbook advertising sales to a new level to support all of yearbook advertising sales to a new level to support all of 
the great events throughout the summers. He did this for 28 the great events throughout the summers. He did this for 28 
years. When we ran the Regatta and Field Days he was the years. When we ran the Regatta and Field Days he was the 
key records keeper, made sure the ribbons got ordered, and key records keeper, made sure the ribbons got ordered, and 

DAVE SPARROW’S DAVE SPARROW’S 
LITTLE PIECE OF LITTLE PIECE OF 

PARADISEPARADISE
BY THE SPARROW-CAMPBELL BY THE SPARROW-CAMPBELL 

FAMILYFAMILY



trophy’s were updated with winners names. When the Sparrow family ran the corn roast for trophy’s were updated with winners names. When the Sparrow family ran the corn roast for 
several years, he was all-in, helping coordinate the delivery of supplies and set up. He helped several years, he was all-in, helping coordinate the delivery of supplies and set up. He helped 
start the neighbourhood watch program and gladly kept keys for various cottages should start the neighbourhood watch program and gladly kept keys for various cottages should 
neighbours need him to check on things.neighbours need him to check on things.

Dave and Bridget never  took their piece of paradise for granted, and generously shared it with Dave and Bridget never  took their piece of paradise for granted, and generously shared it with 
friends. They had an open door policy, and any friends of ours and their grandchildren were friends. They had an open door policy, and any friends of ours and their grandchildren were 
considered adopted into the family.considered adopted into the family.

Bridget passed away in 2010 and Dave carried on through to 2022. Bridget passed away in 2010 and Dave carried on through to 2022. 

David remained “Mr. Sparrow” to our generation of friends and cottagers, no matter how many David remained “Mr. Sparrow” to our generation of friends and cottagers, no matter how many 
times he asked them to call him Dave. He spent his last days looking out at the lake he loved. times he asked them to call him Dave. He spent his last days looking out at the lake he loved. 
We are forever grateful to Mom and Dad for making Wymbolwood our second home and leaving We are forever grateful to Mom and Dad for making Wymbolwood our second home and leaving 
a legacy for his family.a legacy for his family.
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FROM THE ARCHIVESFROM THE ARCHIVES
Every year, we celebrate our heritage with excerpts from previous editions of the Wymbolwood Yearbook. 
This, our 75th Anniversary year is no exception. Over the next several pages, we look back at a fantastic 
article from the 1997 50th Anniversary issue that tells the history of our beach from the 1930s to the 
1990s. In its original format, this comprehensive telling of our story spanned eighteen glorious pages. 
You’ll recognize the names of many of the contributors, still to be found at Wymbolwood today. Following 
this reprint are a few pages from the very first issue of the WBA yearbook from 1972.  Our predecessors 
celebrated the Association’s 25th Anniversary by replacing their “Usual mailings” with the “New Format” 
and I’m sure they would be proud to know that we’ve kept it going 50 years later. Happy Anniversary!   



On the platform at Wyevale Train Station in 1932 

1n the summer of 

1932 Jim Giffen a 

teacher at Eastern High 

school of Commerce in 

Toronto, was up visiting 

family in Meaford and 

came upon our strip of 

beach from the road 

where the ball park and 

Birch Grove cabins now 

stand — south of the 

creek. He returned with 

four teacher friends and 

they built the original 

five wooden structures-
four of which remain. 

Humphrey Harvey, 

father of Dan and Bob 

was situated first from 

the mad to the beach, 
painted brown. Next 

came Tom Chard's, 
which was painted 

cream with brown trim. 

Then Jim Giffen's, first 

built as the "green 

cottage", later the "white 

cottage" and still later 

— the only two storey —
called "the other white 

cottage." "Mitch" 
Mitchell's place was 

cream with orange trim 

and had a turret-shaped 

verandah, but it was 
taken down and 

replaced by Bob 

Brown's house in later 

years. The fifth place 

was my father Dave 

McNaught's where his 

grandson, David 

Haliburton shared 

many weAands and 

holidays with his 

siblings. Dad built his 

from the same plan as 

the Harveys, complete 

with skylights we called 

the "dog houses." 
The five teachers 

built their own cottages, 

with expert help from 

Mt. Bumstead for the 
electrical installation 

and a stonemason for 

the fire places. Tongue 

and groove douglas fir 

lumber was brought by 

rail from Vancouver to 
the train station in 

Wyevale, hauled by 

hone and wagon down 

the mad to the beach 

and then up the hills to 

the building sites. 

My brother Tom 

and I slept on mattresses 

resting on planks and 
"saw horses", and I can 

remember fussing 

about sawdust in the 

bacon that surnm.eri 
We had all the 

"modern" conveniences 

(continued on page 8) 

Early arrivals in the Madill survey 
were the Giffens, Harveys, Mitchells 
and Woolcotts, all of Toronto. In the 
Clute-Parnell survey — the Brooks, 
Simpsons, McMahons, McBrides, 
Baileys and Clutes. Mr. Clute had a 
satellite store of his Wyevale emporium 
on the front verandah of his cottage, 

(the Pashby's). Mr. Clute later built the 
present beach store and took over 
Wymbolwood Lodge from the Castons 
of Wyevale at the same time. 

The Stott survey was opened up a 
little later. Because of the sand dunes, 
the only access was by the shoreline in 
the early days. The Jim Parnells, 

from Birch Grove Road parallel to the 
east side of the creek and came out to 
the beach at the 7th and on up the 
wide and firm beach to Dault's Bay. 
Any roads within these three surveys 
were private for the use of the property 
owners, so many had to extend them 
to their properties when they built. 

In the 30s, before water levels in the Great Lakes began to 
be regulated, the beach was much wider than it is today 

Georgian Bay, as it is known 
today, was once called Lake 
Manitoulin, and was considered the 
sixth great lake since it is only a little 
less in size than Lake Ontario. Later, it 
was decreed to be a part of Lake 
Huron, and named Georgian Bay after 
George IV. To the south, the 
Nottawasaga River was a main native 
trade route to Lake Ontario. Across 
from the beach in the area generally 
referred to as Dault's Bay, there once 
existed a tribe of more than 5,000 
people, the Ossossanes. 

Most of the area that comprises 
Wymbolwood Beach was given to a 
British lieutenant as a reward for 
services to his King in the War of 1812 

In the 30s, Wymbolwood 
Beach (then unnamed) was opened up 
to summer residents primarily from 
Penetanguishene, Midland, Barrie and 
Toronto. It stretched from the mouth 
of Wymbolwood Creek at the 6th 
Concession of Tiny Township north 
to the 8th Concession (Stott Park) and 
consisted of three principal surveys. 
The southern area from the 6th 

Concession north to Birch Grove 
Drive was originally owned by Mr. 
Ernest Madill of Allenwood; the 
central portion from Birch Grove 
Drive north to the 7th Concession 
(where the beach store is located) by 
Mr. Herb Clute and Mrs. Tom Parnell 
of Wyevale and Mr. Jim Parnell of 
Allenwood; and the northern section 
from the 7th to the 8th Concession by 

Mr. Fred Stott of Wyevale. The whole 
beach frontage extended a distance of 
two and one-half miles. 

The only road in from the County 
Road was west via Concession 6 to the 
foot of the hill; Wildman Road north; 
west again into the Birch Grove area 
where motorists either proceeded to 
the beach or else parked in the woods 
east of the creek. An old road led north 

The summer of 1935: 
The McNaught children 
— Tom and Ruth with 2 
older friends on the beach 
in front of the McNaught 
cottage. 

WYMB 0 LWO O D 
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Hodgins and Stotts of Wyevale, the 
Blacks of Elmvale, the Heides of 
Weston, and the Neil D'Aousts of 
Toronto were some of the early families 
in that area. 

— out houses, plus 

hand-pumps and ice 

boxes in our kitchens. 

Father used to haul 

50 lb blocks of ice 

down the road in a 

little wagon from Jim 

Giffen's ice house to 

our "oak fridge". 

The Sefton family 

built "Spindrift" a short 
time later (#768). They 

had three children, 

Elizabeth, Margaret 

and Vern, and I can 

remember a wonderful 

birthday party there, 

when I won a pretty 

birch bark nick-nack 

box decorated with 
porcupine quill flowers 

for pinning the tail on 

he donkey. Now that I 

think of it, they must 

have got the box from 

the Huron Indians that 

landed their canoe on 
our beach. We still 

have the twig furniture 

we bought from them. 

—Ruth Haliburton 

was built by Tom and 
Lloyd Webb who lived 

in Wyevale. My father, 

a civil engineer, wired 

the cottage and made 

the cement steps and 
walk that go around 

the cottage and down 
to the beach. The walk 

is still there in pretty 

good condition. 

Our's was the last 

cottage at the south 

end of Wymbolwood 

Beach. We got to it 
either by driving down 

the beach or by going  

down a little windy 
road in the back 

People would drive 

down the mad and get 

stuck in the sand at 

road's end back of our 
cottage. They were 

always borrowing our 
shovel — sometimes 

late at night. 

An elderly couple, 

Mr and Mrs Clute, ran 

the beach store. It was 

much smaller than it is  

now. We used to walk 
to the store for milk 

and bread. A double 

scoop of ice cream cost 

five cents. 

A bylaw required 

cottagers to put in a 

fence with a locked 
gate, running from the 

grass line towards the 
water. This fence had 

to be up for a year to 

ensure that cottager, 

still owned their beach  

fronts. Mr. Harvey put 

the fence right to the 

water's edge in front of 

his cottage. Most 

cottagers parked their 

can on the beach (it 

was much wider than it 

is now) so it was quite 

a nuisance to have to 

ask Mr. Harvey for the 

key to open his gate in 

order to get to one's 

cottage. 

— Elizabeth McIntosh 

In 1930, when I was 

ten, my father rented a 

cottage on 

Wymbolwood Beach. 

It had a wood-burning 

stove and a pump for 

running water. A year 

later my father bought 

three lots which we 

camped on for one 

summer. The next year 
our cottage 

(left) Humphrey and Dan Harvey with their boat —Wymbolwood'sfirst — 1934. 
(above) The McNaughts — probably wishing they had a boat too . . . 

(above and below) Hard to tell 
boys from girk in the glamorous 
bathing costumes of the 30s. 

8 9 



The 40S and the end of World 
War II saw a great population influx to 
the Tiny Township beaches. Concerned 
residents banded together and, on 
August 3, 1947, the Wymbolwood and 
Mountain View Beaches Association 
was formed. The annual dues were set 
at $1.00 and the major problems on 
the agenda for discussion were a 
building code bylaw, the beach roads 
and speeds, the protection of water 
fronts plus providing recreation 
facilities for teenagers. Sound familiar? 

Dusing the war, the 

Sefron's cousin 

Edward stayed with 

them one summer as a 

War guest and taught 

us a song called "When 

I'm paintin' Windows". 

Were we impressed! 

We had lots of marsh-

mallow masts at night 

in those days and 

entertained ourselves 

(sans television) with 

games of "hoist the 

sails", "kick the can" 

and "run sheep run". 
When Dr. Skeilis' 

cottage with the tennis 

court was built, we 

organized a play one 

year. It was from Alice 

September each year. 

We were in a seasonal 

business, manufacturing 

ice cream in Toronto 

and bemuse we were 

very busy each Spring 

and Summer, we didn't 
get to enjoy our cottage 

until the Fall of each 

year. That gradually 

THE 	PASHE 5 	CHRONICLES 

Crawling on the Beach 
My first time on the sands of Wymbolwood Beach was in the 1940s (very 

late 40s!) when the Pashby family visited a cottage of a neighbour from 

Toronto. I spent my time crawling on the Beach, eating the sand, looking up 

at the big waves, encouraging my mother and father to buy at Wymbolwood 

and watching my father help build the cottage. Everybody I met on the 

Beach seemed to want me to stay away from the "Big Water".— Bill Prubby 
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I remember Sunday 

church services held 

in the dunes behind 

and a little south of 

what is now the White 

Surf Apartments. Boys 

sat at the edge of the 

dunes, dragged there by 

their parents, waiting 

for an opportunity to 
sneak away, which they 

always managed to do. 

—Thelma Bayley 

(left) Are Dunsfird's first 
brochure designed to lure 
tourists to Wymbolwood 
Lodge (below). 

Coe reserratIons write or phone 

Art. Dunsford 
Wyenbolwood Beach 

WEEVAI.E, 

  

 

the first ones with a 

deep freezer at their 

cottage. It was an old 

ice cream cabinet filled 

with various flavours. 
It gave them pleasure 

to have the neighbours 

bring their bowls at 

dinner time to be filled 
with ice cream for 

everyone to enjoy. I 

remember once, a car 

pulled up at the 

roadside and mother 

went to give them 

 

directions, 

thinking they 

were lost, but 

no, they wanted 

to buy ice cream 
because they saw 

the sign. She 
explained she did 

not sell it, and to 
their amazement, 

proceeded to 

scoop them free 

ice cream cones. 

— Thelma Bayley 
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A tradition? — 
the proprietor posing with 

4 of his cabin renters 
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ROW TO REACH.  

Wymbotwood Lodge 
WYMBOLWOOV BEACH 

making deep tracks. 

These tracks were 

made into a gravel road 
then paved. I liked the 

peace and quiet of our 

my children were little 

We were scared to go to 

our outhouse at night. 

We would race back to 

the cottage to avoid 

being "attacked". One 

plus for the good old 

"two seater." Sitting 

out there turned me 

into a bird watching 

enthusiast! 

—Elizabeth Mdraosh 

11/4 A" y parents, My 

and 

Edith Percival, bought 

our cottage in 1945 

from Mr. & Mrs. Black 

who lived in Elmvale. 
There were only a few 

cottages on the beach 

in those days, but there 

was a group of five of 
us clustered together. 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron 

Robinson, Mr. & Mrs. 

Lewis, Mr. & Mrs. 

Harrison and Mr. & 
Mrs. Heide. For the 

first few years, our 

cottage remained closed 

during July and August 

and we opened it in 

in Wonderland and I 

was Alice because I had 

a blue dancing costume. 

My brother Tom, too 

young to learn lines, 
played the Doormouse. 

All he had to do was 

sleep with his head on 

the table at "the mad 

tea party." We were 

stuck for footlights on 

the tennis court "stage" 
so we had someone 

drive their car onto the 

beach and point the 

headlights at the show. 

In these early days 

the beach was very 

wide with lots of hard 

sand, so people used to 

speed along in their 

cars. Our fathers would 

try to talk some sense 

into them, but what 

really worked were the 

ditches we kids spent 

the day digging from 

the soft sand down to 

the lake. We would sit 

on logs, giggling as we 

watched them slowly 

negotiate our 

"speedbumps". 

We played baseball 

most days on the beach. 

It was so wide we had 

no need of a "real" ball 

park! 

Our idea of a big 
treat was talce lunches 

packed by our mothers 

(left) Minutesftom the first 
Association meeting in 1947 

changed, and the lure 

of Wymbolwood Beach 

gradually attracted us 

to open our cottage 

sooner. Mother and 

Dad retired and spent 

their summers at the 
cottage with their four 

grandchildren. They 

hung an ice cream 

cone sign with their 

name on it at the 

roadside, to identify 

their cottage. I believe 

they must have been 

and trek up to the sand 

dunes for the day. We'd 

spend the entire day 

running or rolling over 

and down the huge 
hills. At this time there 

were no cottages 
between "Spindrift" 

and the faraway point. 

— Ruth Haliburson 

O ur evening walks 

began by 

knocking on the doors 

of all five cottages, 

then meeting on the 

beach and walking to 

Ossossane Beach 

together. On the way, 

there were contests to 

See who could find the 

most interesting 

treasure on the beach. 
And to encourage tired 

children, the return 

walk always was 

punctuated with races. 

We also enjoyed games 

of 'run sheep run' 
among the bushes at 

the water's edge. Teams 

of 6 or 8 consisted of 

adults and children 

together, with squeals 

of delight as each team 

headed home. 

— Thelma Bayley 

D the war, 

kJ tanks from Camp 
Borden used to nimble 

over the sand dunes 
and come down along 

the little windy road 

(left) The only way in—
along the beach! Margaret 
DAoust and Murray 
Kearns in the 40s 

(below) Margaret and 
Torn  Kearns side by side in 
194Z They're still side by 
side today at 424 and 
426 

little windy road, but 

the paved, often high-
speed mad is called 

progress — or is it? 

I used to scrape the 

diapers in the 
outhouse. I never 

washed them in the 

lake. Then I'd get out 

our big wash tub and 

scrub board and boil 
water m half fill the 

tub, it takes a lot of 
kettles full! If it rained 

I had diapers hanging 

all over the cottage. 

When my sister 

and brother and I, and 

(continued on page 12) 

(left) The Brickenden fleet 
out on maneuvers in 46 



In 1954, she sail end of 	
ca 	

azel hisVG5vnbolwood with 

a vengeance, ataingthe creek to break through to the beach in 

two places, c 

taking cottages with it. The Jessop's place (above) 

at 

670 

TBRS was one of the casualties. 
days by other primitive 

Dan Harvey aboard a mount from Carton's 

Stables, one of a few char operated in the area 

Mr. and Mrs. Carter and their rescuers, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Courant, Patricia and Patrick. 

The morning sun of Tuesday, August 19, 1958 cast its rays across the 

ruffled waters of the Bay. It had been blowing hard for most of the prior 

week, and now the wind had eased off slightly, the white caps diminishing 

enough to give us thoughts of getting our boat back to the water. Dad picked 

up the binoculars and began to survey the horizon, his usual routine after 

breakfast, looking for boat traffic. 

What was that? About three or four miles off Red Pine's front porch he 

spotted a white flag. The glasses were passed along to other Conrons. It could 

be a distress signal, observed Mom. In the ensuing twenty minutes the family 

debated the idea of going out to investigate this curious stationary boat. The 

decision to do so triggered a week of newspaper articles in the local and 
Toronto press. 

The boat was indeed in distress. The white flag materialized into a bed 

sheet. As the rescuers approached the cabin cruiser, an elderly man came from 

below, a bit dazed, almost unbelieving that help had come alongside. 
An older couple, the Carters and their dog had departed from Lion's Head. 

They were attempting to traverse nearly 50 nautical miles of open water in 

their 27-foot vessel, Karen, to reach Port Severn. Mr. Carter had burned more 

gas than he had anticipated, keeping his boat headed into the fierce northeast 

winds above Christian Island those long seven days before. Deciding to retrace 

his course, he ran out of fuel a scant few hours' run from home port and began 

drifting with the current back into the broad expanse of the bay. 
For the Carters, a plate of fish and chips at the lunch room on Ossossane 

Beach had the allure of one of life's underappreciated pleasures. For their dog 

Rover, jumping ship to the dock and reaching the haven of the junipers was 

achieving paradise on earth. 

Skipper Carter was the author of his own predicament. He didn't have a 

radio/transmitter on board — a basic item for safe cruising on Georgian Bay. 
Nor did he carry emergency flares or other signalling devices. He was several 

times within recognition distance of other boats but always just beyond hailing 

distance. And then from the friendly shores of Wymbolwood came relief at last. 

— Bruce Conran, Red Pine 

WYMBOLWOOD BEACH ASSOCIATION 5 0 T H ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 

The 5 0s saw the creation of 
our ball park, the organization of the 
"10 o'clock Beach Club", and the 
incorporation of our association under 
a new, simpler name — Wymbolwood 
Beach Association 

The "10 O'clock 
Beach Club" was 

organized for younger 
children of pre-baseball 

age. Mothers organized 
the activities and teen-
aged girls supervised. 

They cast wolf heads 
and other objects, made 

bracelets and trinkets. 

—Tom Pashly (accopted 

from the 1990 yearbook) 

The Basch Club war an 
enormous success as this 

front page photo coverage 
would suggest. Although 

this was published in 
1961, the Club's origins 

were very much 
in the 50s. 

F ora  few years, the 

women and 
children were alone at 

the beach and the men 
came up on weekends. 

Mr. Heide Sr. (he was 
Grandpa Heide to 
everyone) considered 

himself guardian of the 

group and dropped in 
each morning to the 
other four cottages to 

check and make sure 

everything was alright. 

We grew to look 
forward to these visits 
with 'Grandpa Heide'. 

— Thelma Bayley 

CoL,4  
at 

ordon Tufts and 
IL _1 Paul Lower paid a 

visit to our cottage one 
Saturday and asked if I 

would help them pace 

off an area for a ball 
park The three of us 

started at the bifurcation 

of the base road and 
walked to a point along 

the road to the store, 
and then to a point 
along the road toward 
Beachgrove and put in 

two stakes. This-land 

belonged to Art 

Dunsford but had not 
been surveyed except 

by we three. Art agreed 

to rent this area to the 
Wymbolwood Beach 

Association for $50.00 

per year, provided we 
created a ball park and 
we made his summer 
tenants welcome which, 

of course, we did. The 

agreement with Art 
contained a clause 
granting us the right to 

purchase the land 
within the next 20 or 
25 years for $2,500.00. 

It was a good deal! 
The area of the 

present ball park was  

cleared. Some clay was 

spread over the sand 
and, with the use of 

Ted Caston's garbage 

truck, cedar poles were 
erected and wire 
attached. Home Place 

and a scoreboard were 
installed thanks to Ev 

Fleming of B.A. Oil. 
The park was christened 
"Gordon Tufts Park" but 

was more commonly 
known as 'Pot Hole 

Stadium". Basebalkwasitn 
featured every weekday,, 
morning at 10 am. - 

Night games were 
played against teams 
from Balm Beach and 
Thunder Bay and 

against local teams 
including Elmvale, 
Wyevale and Hillsdale. 

— Tom Pashby (cerpted 

from the 1990 yearbook) 

In 1950, the big Polio 
epidemic in Toronto 

kept all the schools 
dosed, and the whole 

city was quarantined. 

So we summer 
cottagers had to stay 

where we were for the 

duration. Poor things 
— "stranded" in Gods 
country for almost two 

months. What fun we 
had. It got cold and we 
only had light clothing, 

so-we wore father's big 

overcoats and boots 
and tramped up to the 
Giffens to listen to the 
only radio in the area. 
— Ruth Haliburton 

Fora  number of 
years we would 

pack ten dozen 
popsicles in dry ice and 

bring them to the 

cottage for our annual 
Regatta. Some years it 

was so hot on the 

beach that the 
popsicles were enjoyed 

by both paling and old 
as a cool refreshing 
drink. 
— Thelma Raylry 

Mary and Charlie Newton, 

photographed in front of the 

Wymbolwood Stare they were 
running in 1950. 

Active 
beach 
group 
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ONE OF THE most active organizations in this area dur-
ing the summer months is the 10 o'clock Beach Club at 
Wymbolwood Beach, In TOP picture, Mrs. Emily Robin-
son is setting up games for one group of youngatcm. 
Counsellor's, seen in BOTTOM picture, are left to right, 
seated — Judy Crapps, Robin Wilkinson, Mrs. Louisa 
Houston, Mrs. Robinson, Heather Robinson; standing —
Deborah Houston, Lynda Lemmon, Patty Wherry, Coral 
Robinson, Mary lase Sawyer, Janice Crappa. 

—Staff photos.  

SUMMER FUN — Organized playground activitma 
at Wymbolwood Beach, m pictured above, are con- 
ducted by the 10 o'clock Brach Club during the 

the of July and August Many cl0kIroc11,1111c1.-  
pate under the supervision of club leaders. 

—Staff photo. 
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Sprinting on the Beach 
In the 1950s, I spent nine weeks on the beach during each summer. I 
enjoyed learning to put my head under the water, walking to the 10 o'clock 

Beach Club each weekday morning held at Wymbolwood Lodge, staying 

up until dark for fireworks on the beach on Victoria Day weekend, 

sprinting to the "Candy Kiss Scramble" at the Annual Regatta, building 
sand castles and walking to the Creek, and joining three other young 

teenagers water siding behind a 30 hp. outboard. Everybody I met on the 
Beach wanted me to have fun on the Beach.— Bill Pashby 

In June 1957, my 

 dad, Norman Coates, 

bought a cottage on 

Wymbolwood Bach 

and on the July 1st 
weekend, my husband 

Bill and our two sons, 

Robert, 5, and Doug, 

3, were very eager to 

spend our first weekend 

there. We arrived Friday 

evening during a really 

bad storm. The power, 

of course, was off (in 

those days it frequently 

was). This we soon 

discovered meant that 

nothing worked, 

including the pump. 

The boys were intro-

duced to the outhouse 

and learned their first 

lesson in roughing it. 
This was followed 

during the next few 

16 

he adults enjoyed 

1 parties held at the 

Wymbolwood Lodge. 

The "Hi Neighbour" 

and the "Masquerade" 

were two outstanding 
events. One particular 

party night, Johnny 

McEwan brought his 

skunk He would hold 

his "de-skunked" pet 
up to people and spray 

them with a water gun 
hidden in his other 

hand, causing great 

screams and scurrying 

about. Bill Pashby was 

so well made up at one 

masquerade that he 

won the title "Miss 
Wymbolwood Beach 

1956". 
—Tom Pashby (cepted 

from the 1990 yearbook) 
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experiments like collect-

ing firewood in the rain, 

cooking in a smokey 

fireplace, playing "go 

fish" by candlelight, and 

watching a mother robin 

protect her nestlings on 

our window sill. 

When we arrived, 

the waves on the bay 

were awesome and there 

was no beach at all, but 

Monday morning, 

when we woke up, the 

sun was shining and the 

wind and waves were 

calm and the lovely 

pristine beach was just 

waiting for our foot-

prints. It was a really 

magical moment. The 

baby robins tried their 

wings that day and 

when the power came 

on, the boys were 

perhaps a little disap-

pointed. The adventure 

was over but a love 

affair had begun with 

Wymbolwood Beach. 

—Jean McBride 

M r. Lewis was the 

first to have a 

boat. He would put on 

his captain's hat and 
take us all for a ride. It 

was a thrill for us all! 

Then the Robinsons 

got water skis and 
everyone lined up for a 

turn. Later, more boats 

appeared among our 

five cottages and more 

water skis, but none 
were quite the same 

or special as was 

Mr. Lewis's. 

— Thelma Bayley 



The winter of 

1977 was one to 
remember 

Your Artociation celebrated its 25th 
anniversary with the publication of its 
first yearbook in 1972. 

The 80s generation deserves praise and recognition for their foresight in 
purchasing the area known as the Wymbolwood Nature Preserve, a great place to 
tramp through in the Fall and ski through in the Winter. The trails and the 
bridges, STEC 1, 11 and 111 constructed by this group of beach residents have 
made this area into a wonderful sanctuary. (below left) The major 

development  that never 
happened 

DRAFT PLAN 

a 

OF PROPOSED SUBDIVISION 
PART OF LOTS 19 N 20, CONCESSION SE, 

PARTS OF BLOCKS 1E 'It S 'H' REGISTERED PLAN 792, 
a PART OF LOT 4 S ALL OF LOT 5, REGISTERED PLAN 747 

TOWNSHIP OF TINY 
COUNTY OF SIMCOE 

us 

ri a Sit. 

•'Arwner: 

RKMORL__,D3H5SDSRLassBEER 
umAD5 312705 53-2 02  
111115153  15, 5"5 1402 

',PRIVATE I 
COMACTY 

KEY MAP 

■10.10.2PTION  

(;a,k  

'''''11."552.44:"272-112t'411. 

= 

WYMBOLWOOD 
BEACH ESTATES 

DRAFT PLAN 

,...414#41414141 

RESIO 
ISCASONAL 

20 

0 N.. 

VACANT 	 IWOODE. 

00,005,'., erunmwnle 

77-287 77287- 1 

(top) Viewfiom the STEC— taking a 
breather in the nature preserve. 

(left) The 1980s saw the beginnings ofa 
mini-boom of construction and renovation 
by residents new and old Although the 
main attraction was still the beach, many 
"Wymbolurootiers" were stretching their 
cottages into 4-season retreats. 

of smiles, saying 

he must have 

counted wrong, 
there was enough 

money to buy a 

full tank of gasoline. 

This gasoline money 

seemed to always be 

there (secretly 

replenished by Daddy) 

and Douglas got the 

reputation of always 

counting wrong. 

Today he is a chartered 

accountant! 

— Thelma Bayley  

THE 	P ASHBY 	CHRONICLES 

Running on the Beach 
In the 1960s, I spent most of the summers as an increasingly mobile 

resident of Wymbolwood Beach, singing off-key and roasting 

marshmallows at late night bonfires with friends of both sexes, holding 

hands during midnight walks to Ossossane, entering all of the races at the 

Regatta, running down to my 70-hour-a-week "real job" working for Mr. 

Dunsford at the Wymbolwood Beach Store, and preparing to "lead" 

younger children in baseball at Tufts Park every morning at 10 a.m. 

Everybody I met at the Beach seemed to want me to help launch their 

sailboats off the Beach and ski-boats off boat lifts. — Bill Pashby 

The 60s 
beach goes on .. . 

cM
y four 

hildren 

saved their 

money all one 

winter to 

purchase a boat. 

In the Spring, 

their saving ($50, $40, 

$25 and $5) and 
Daddy bought the 

most gorgeous boat 

with a 35 h.p. motor 

for water skiing. They 

were each issued shares 

in the boat and were 
told it was their boat 

and they must take 

care of it. Daddy and 

the eldest, Douglas, 

took a Marine Power 
Safety Course and we 

were ready for a summer 

of boating and water 

(top) The Haliburtons at 
sea; (inset) Gerry McBride 
enjoys being buried 

("line Sunday, early 

‘..." in the 60s, Kaye 
Harvey came to my 

door and said, "I can't 
get Humphrey and 

Dan to come up for 
lunch." I replied, 

"That's funny, Dad 

and Bill haven't 

answered the bell 

either." We went down 

to the beach to find 

them all mesmerized by 
a nubile young 

daytripper in the first 

bikini to be seen on 

Wymbolwood Beach. 

Lunch was served on 

the beach that day. 

—Jean McBride 

For a few years, 

there was a frog 

race at our Annual 

Field Day. My son, 

Donald, was always 

elected to catch the 

frogs for the other 

children to enter into 

the race. He enjoyed 
this and became quite 

proficient at it. I 

remember one year, 

after spending an 

entire day catching 

enough frogs for 

everyone to enter the 

race, and keeping the 

biggest for himself, he 

was disqualified as his 

frog was a toad! 

— Thelma Bayley 

sluing. Every week, 

each had to contribute 

towards gas, according 

to their share in the 

boat. My eldest son, 
Douglas, was in charge 

of 'gasoline money'. I 

remember one weekend, 

he announced there 

was only enough 

money left to purchase 

one gallon of gas and 

all the children were 

very dejected. The next 
morning, he arrived at 

the breakfast table full 

The 70s saw the beginnings of our annual yearbook 
and Directory. In order to create a directory, a system to 
better identify each cottage was needed, and so at a cost of 
IN each, the directors provided and helped install aluminum 
numbers starting at the south end. 

The Township created Stott Park, providing a washroom 
and parking to help eliminate much of the weekend chaos 
that was upsetting residents. 

THE DASHES CHRONICLES 

Jogging on the Beach 
By the 1970s I had married Liz, whose 

parents had a cottage at the north end 

of Wymbolwood, and we had started a 

family. I spent my time telling my 

children not to eat the sand, carrying 

tired kids back from walks to the 

Creek or to the old Dock at Daoust's 
Bay, pulling the toboggan over the 

frozen Beach with three snow-suited 

girls holding on, acting as Chair of the 

Regatta Committee, taking young 

people out to the third sand bar, 

playing badminton on the Beach, 
explaining why waves, rain and bullies 

often destroy beautiful sand castles, and 

sailing our Laser as much as possible. 

Everybody I met on the Beach 

encouraged me to swim with the kids, 
take them canoeing and sailing and 

enjoy midnight dips. — Bilebby 

INIMBOLWOOD BEACH ASSOCIATION 

celebrating its 25M hnnivetsacy In 
1912 

18 
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T H E 	PA S H R Y 	CHRONICLES 

Strolling on the Beach 
In the 1980s, our three girls grew up on the Beach. I spent my time 

organizing family walks to the Creek, falling off the Windsurfer into the 
cool dear water, teaching swimming, attending the Regatta and 
participating in the "Egg Throw" event, working with an enthusiastic group 

of other Wymbolwood residents to arrange financing and construction of 
the new tennis court, helping a group of Beach residents thwart a major 
development at Wymbolwood by organizing the purchase of 150 acres 
behind the beach mad, and creating the Wymbolwood Nature Preserve, 

watching the sun go down to classical music with good friends, gathering 
the gang for the ritual walk along the Beach to get ice cream cones at the 

Store, raising the flag and singing "0 Canada" on July 1, and eating 
Thanksgiving turkey with dozens of Wymbolwooders at the Wyevale 
United Fowl Supper. Everybody I met on the Beach seemed to talk about 

the Beach Association projects. — Bil 1 Pashby 

21 



This is the very first Wymbolwood 
Yearbook created to replace the 
regular mailings. There were no 
pictures, but there was colour. 
Two important pages were printed 
on yellow paper to stand out. Do 
you recognize any of the names 
from 50 years ago?  
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NEWS PAST AND PRESENT 

A representative meeting of the cottage owners of the shore line 

called WYMBOLWOOD BEACH was held at 
2:00 

p.m., Sunday, August 
3, 

1947 

at the cottage of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lowe, Interim Chairman 
Mr. Pit Dudley: Interim Secretary-Treasurer - Dr. Victor H. Large. 

President 	
Se'',-----Tr 

Treasurer 

1947-48 	
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Large 
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Wymbol,00d Residents know they reside in an area rich in Historic 

background due to the rebuilding of Fort Ste. Marie and Fort Peetang 
uishine. But few probably realize that there was a time in then) 
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to the south, the Nottawasage River was a main Indian trade route to 

Lake Ontario. During the 
1600s 
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PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY ALICE PRIESTBY ALICE PRIEST



When we think of spring, we often think of ‘Spring Cleaning’. It usually requires taking an inven-When we think of spring, we often think of ‘Spring Cleaning’. It usually requires taking an inven-
tory of what you have and discarding things that are not useful. tory of what you have and discarding things that are not useful. 

In the natural environment, the things that are not useful are the non-native plants. They do not In the natural environment, the things that are not useful are the non-native plants. They do not 
provide useful nutrition or shelter for the native animals, and they tend to displace the native provide useful nutrition or shelter for the native animals, and they tend to displace the native 
plants that the native animals actually rely on. plants that the native animals actually rely on. 

In the spirit of ‘Spring Cleaning’, why not take an inventory of the plants on your property and In the spirit of ‘Spring Cleaning’, why not take an inventory of the plants on your property and 
begin removing unwanted non-native plants to create a more hospitable place for the native flora begin removing unwanted non-native plants to create a more hospitable place for the native flora 
and fauna?and fauna?

Walking along Tiny Beaches Road South, you can see lots of invasive plants that really should Walking along Tiny Beaches Road South, you can see lots of invasive plants that really should 
not be there. Some may have been planted on purpose and some may have come in by accident.  not be there. Some may have been planted on purpose and some may have come in by accident.  
Three common problem plants are Periwinkle, Lily of the Valley and Garlic Mustard. Three common problem plants are Periwinkle, Lily of the Valley and Garlic Mustard. 

WYMBOLWOOD ‘SPRING CLEANING’ IN WYMBOLWOOD ‘SPRING CLEANING’ IN 
THE OUTDOORSTHE OUTDOORS

BY LYNN SHORTBY LYNN SHORT

Periwinkle is a low growing vine, Periwinkle is a low growing vine, 
covering the ground. It produces covering the ground. It produces 
small purple flowers in May. small purple flowers in May. 

PERIWINKLEPERIWINKLE

www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/groundcover/periwinkle/periwinkle-control-methods.htmwww.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/groundcover/periwinkle/periwinkle-control-methods.htm



Garlic Mustard was brought from Europe in the Garlic Mustard was brought from Europe in the 
1800s as an edible herb, but has become a very 1800s as an edible herb, but has become a very 
aggressive natural forest invader, replacing native aggressive natural forest invader, replacing native 
wildflowers and inhibiting the growth of tree seed-wildflowers and inhibiting the growth of tree seed-
lings. It spreads by seeds which can remain viable lings. It spreads by seeds which can remain viable 
in the soil for up to 30 years. The plant lives for in the soil for up to 30 years. The plant lives for 
two seasons, producing white flowers and devel-two seasons, producing white flowers and devel-
ops seeds by June of the second year. ops seeds by June of the second year. 

GARLIC MUSTARDGARLIC MUSTARD

The solution, for controlling these plants, is to simply pull them out in spring, removing as much of the The solution, for controlling these plants, is to simply pull them out in spring, removing as much of the 
root as possible and before the flowers go to seed. Once the plants are removed, they should be placed root as possible and before the flowers go to seed. Once the plants are removed, they should be placed 
in sealed garbage bags for a few weeks to ‘heat treat’ the plant material to ensure that it cannot spread in sealed garbage bags for a few weeks to ‘heat treat’ the plant material to ensure that it cannot spread 
elsewhere after disposal. My experience has been that; persistent annual removals on private property elsewhere after disposal. My experience has been that; persistent annual removals on private property 
results in complete control of these invasives.results in complete control of these invasives.

To learn more about choosing alternatives to invasive plant species, go to the Ontario Invasive Plant To learn more about choosing alternatives to invasive plant species, go to the Ontario Invasive Plant 
Council Grow Me Instead pamphlet at:Council Grow Me Instead pamphlet at:

Lily of the Valley is also a ground cover, Lily of the Valley is also a ground cover, 
spreading by underground stems. It pro-spreading by underground stems. It pro-
duces clusters of white, scented flowers in duces clusters of white, scented flowers in 
the spring. All parts of this plant are highly the spring. All parts of this plant are highly 
poisonous including the red berries. If poisonous including the red berries. If 
ingested, it causes abdominal pain, nausea, ingested, it causes abdominal pain, nausea, 
vomiting and irregular heartbeat.  vomiting and irregular heartbeat.  

LILY OF THE VALLEYLILY OF THE VALLEY

www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/bulbs/lily-of-the-valley/lily-of-the-valley-control.htmwww.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/bulbs/lily-of-the-valley/lily-of-the-valley-control.htm

www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/How-to-remove-garlic-mustard-1.pdfwww.invasivespeciescentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/How-to-remove-garlic-mustard-1.pdf

www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Southern-Grow-Me-Instead-1.pdf  www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Southern-Grow-Me-Instead-1.pdf  



BY ROBERT MCBRIDEBY ROBERT MCBRIDE

TINY TOWNSHIP TRANSPORTATION TINY TOWNSHIP TRANSPORTATION 
MASTER PLANMASTER PLAN

Back in November of 2020, Jeff Fredericks, on behalf of WBA, wrote to Tiny Township indicating that road safety 
along Tiny Beaches Road South (TBRS) was a serious concern for the residents of Wymbolwood and requested that 
urgent consideration be given to early implementation of measures to slow traffic speed and enhance pedestrian 
safety. His suggestions included the installation of all-way stop control at the TBRS intersections with Durie and 
Skylark.  In its response of February 10, 2021, Tiny Public Works stated that they are “looking at techniques to con-
trol speeds on all our roads including TBRS as part of our [transportation] master plan”. 
Late in the fall of 2021, the DRAFT Tiny Township Transportation Master Plan [dated November 11, 2021] (DRAFT) 
was released to the public for comment.  In the DRAFT, the final point in Section 5 Summary of Existing Conditions 
not only reflects the concerns expressed by WBA and others but also states that the study recommendations will 
address the need to reduce automobile speed and enhance safety for all road users:

“Safety is a concern for residents in beach communities: Survey findings by Stantec and from beach
associations indicate a concern for pedestrian safety. Stantec is conducting a Speed Reduction and Traffic
Calming Review alongside this TMP to develop recommendations that will decrease automobile speeds 
and improve safety for users of all transportation modes.”

Also, the first sentence in Section 6 TMP Vision Statement reinforces the commitment of the TMP to address the 
road safety issue as a matter of priority:

“Tiny’s transportation network will offer efficient travel options that prioritize safety for all road users, ages, and 
abilities.”

Unfortunately, a careful reading of the DRAFT reveals that its recommendations do NOT achieve these commit-
ments.

1. Speed Control on Tiny Beaches Road

Despite assurances and commitments given during the study and repeated in the DRAFT, there are no recommenda-
tions in the DRAFT that would result in any decrease in automobile speeds on the section of TBRS through Wymbol-
wood. The DRAFT indicates that Community Safety Zones (CSZ) may only be considered in areas where the existing 
speed limit is 50kph or greater and where excessive speeding is experienced. There is no explanation given as to 
why the TMP would not also support consideration of CSZ designations in sections of TBRS such as Wymbolwood 
where the posted speed is 40kph. The DRAFT supports no other speed reduction measures such as photo radar, 
Watch Your Speed signage, speed humps or even stepped-up OPP enforcement. 

2. Pedestrian Safety on Tiny Beaches Road
It is proposed in the DRAFT that TBRS be widened to provide 1.2m “bike lanes” on both sides of the road. There are 
no recommendations addressing the needs of pedestrians and those using mobility devices.  None of us should be 
expected to take our family for a walk in a “bike lane”. “Bike lanes” on local residential are typically provided in ad-
dition to sidewalks… not instead of sidewalks.  Imagine the tension this would create between cyclists and the local 
residents who will inevitably be walking along the street. If TBRS is to be widened, the recommendation must be 
changed to provide a sidewalk or a multi-use pathway.

3. All-Way Stop Control at Major Intersections along Tiny Beaches Road
TBRS is a local residential road which has inappropriately long sections with no stop control. One can drive a ten-
kilometre-long stretch from Concession Road 4 to Balm Beach without ever having to stop. The WBA and others 
have requested that Tiny implement all-way stop control at selected intersection locations. The DRAFT surprisingly 



recommends only two all-way stop control intersections along TBRS… at Concession Road 9 and Balm Beach Road. 
There is no mention of even considering all-way stop control at either Durie or Skylark. This is not at all responsive to 
the concerns of Wymbolwood residents. 

4. Recognition of the Heritage Character of Tiny Beaches Road 
Residents have expressed the strongly held view that TBRS is a special road worthy of a heritage character designa-
tion and have sought commitment from Tiny Township to respect and preserve it. Any changes to the road – especially 
a widening of the road to introduce “bike lanes” -- has the very real potential to cause an undesirable change in the 
road’s highly valued heritage character. There is no reference to this perspective in the DRAFT.

Tiny staff had indicated that they plan to submit a final report to Council in June relating the DRAFT and the com-
ments received.  With the support of Wymbolwood and other shoreline associations, the Federation of Tiny Town-
ship Shoreline Associations (FoTTSA) continues to advocate for improvements to the TMP and for the support of 
Tiny Township Council.  

ADVERTISERS
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The Wymbolwood Beach Association
Minutes of the 74th Annual General Meeting of Members

10:00 A.M. Saturday September 4, 2021
Gordon Tufts Memorial Park

1.  Call to Order

Jeff Fredericks, president, acted as chairperson and Pat Dorman, director acted as secretary.  
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am.  Directors Present: Anne Campbell, Murray Conron, 
Pat Dorman, Jeff Fredericks, Kathryn From, Sandy Haliburton, Lynn Short, Fiona Boylan, Eric 
From.  Regrets:  Sue Morrison.
 Jeff Fredericks declared a quorum.

2.  Adoption of the Agenda

The chair called for a motion to adopt the agenda as presented.  MOTION: Vim Kochar
SECONDED:  Angela Neuman   CARRIED.                                                                        

3.  Minutes of 2020 AGM

The chair called for a motion to accept the minutes of the 2020 AGM as printed in the 2021 
Yearbook.  MOTION:  Anne Hanson   SECONDED: Don Ludlow   CARRIED.

4.  2020 Annual Financial Statements and review of 2021 Interim Financial Report

The chair called for a motion to accept the 2020 Financial Statements as printed in the 2021 
yearbook.
MOTION: Diane Rose SECONDED: Bill Pashby   CARRIED. 

Kathryn From reported that 2021 advertising revenues were up slightly year over year but still 
lower than pre-pandemic income.  Membership revenues increased by 11%.   The most notable 
item was the Park 
Refurbishment Fund which thanks to generous donations sits at approximately $12,000.   Net 
income after reserves for tennis and park refurbishment was just over $1,400. 

5.  Appointment of Accountants

The chair called for a motion to reappoint S+C Partners LLP as accountants for the Association 
for 2021.  MOTION:  Kathryn From  SECONDED: Robert McBride  CARRIED. 

6.  Committee Reports:

i)  Wymbolwood Games – Fiona Boylan thanked Jessica Koturbash for encouraging the directors 
to continue with in person events this year with safety modifications.  Winners for both the 2020 
virtual games and 2021 in person regatta and field day were announced and trophies and medals 
were presented.  Awards will be published in the 2022 yearbook.

ii)  Yearbook – Eric From thanked all of the people involved in the yearbook publication including 
Blair Fleming for his assistance with the advertising layout.  Eric reported that they received a 
tremendous response to the winter appeal for articles and photos which helped make this year’s 
book another great success.  

iii)Advertising – Karen McDonald did an amazing job on advertising during her first year in the 
role.  It was another challenging year because of the pandemic but advertising revenues were up 
just over 5%.  Jeff thanked both Eric and Karen for another amazing Wymbolwood yearbook.

iv)  Membership – There has been a 70% return in 2021 membership dues to date which is up 
almost 10% from last year.  Thank you to Sandy Haliburton and all of the volunteers who helped 
to canvas and deliver yearbooks on the July 1st weekend.



iv)  Tennis and Property – Pat Dorman reported on behalf of Carl Flaman that the tennis court needs some repair and potentially a total 
resurfacing.  We will be in contact with the company who resurfaced it ten years ago to investigate our options.

Pat Dorman and Sandy Haliburton presented 3 options for the refurbishment of the basketball court. A separate committee has been 
formed to proceed with the project and will hopefully schedule the work to be done next spring. Kathryn From advised that the commit-
tee can proceed with a budget of approximately $13,000.

v)  Neighbourhood Watch – There was nothing to report from neighbourhood watch.    

vi)  FoTTSA – Robert McBride provided a brief summary of the organization and reminded the membership that they could see all of the 
up to date information on its objectives and activities on tinycottager.org.  Some of the current issues include the Stop the Pit initiative, 
water levels, road safety including the Tiny Township master plan for traffic, and the new garbage carts provided by Simcoe County.  
Jeff thanked Robert for an excellent review.

vii)  Environment – Lynn Short reported that the 10 years of phragmites removal, combined with the high-water levels has resulted in a 
dramatic reduction in this invasive species.  She and her team only had work on 3 properties this summer.  Lynne also reported that our 
technique of Phragmites removal is now used by multiple conservation organizations around the province.  Lynn also reported that a 
new invasive species called Japanese Knotweed has been discovered on a property at Wymbolwood.  Finally, Lynn congratulated Kath-
ryn From for a monumental effort and coordination of the gypsy moth spray.  It seems to have been very effective and she advised that 
we re-evaluate next year before deciding on another spray.   

7.  Retirement and Nomination of Directors

There was a motion from Anne Hanson to reappoint the current slate of directors to the board for the 2021-2022 year.  SECONDED: Dave 
Holwell.  Carried  
  

8.  New Business

A member raised the issue of water craft safety and the increasing occurrence of boats operating at high speeds too close to shore.  
The directors will discuss options for addressing this at their fall and spring meetings.  

Bill Pashby suggested that it might be useful for the WBA to join the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association.  

9.  President’s Remarks

A MINUTE OF SILENCE WAS OBSERVED FOR THOSE WBA MEMBERS THAT HAVE PASSED AWAY IN THE LAST YEAR.

Jeff Fredericks thanked the directors, committee members and volunteers that worked with him during this past year.  Wymbolwood has 
been a wonderful refuge during another challenging year.   It is our common goal to keep Wymbolwood the place we want to be and we 
encourage more people to get involved.

10.  Adjournment

The chair called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 AM.
MOTION:  Dave Holwell  SECONDED:  Tricia Champion
Vim Kochar  CARRIED. 



What comes to mind when you hear the words ‘teamwork’ and ‘commu-
nity?’

The words ‘team’, ‘teamwork’ and ‘community’ are the essence of what 
we work every day to achieve at Waterside Retirement Lodge. Add to 
that, an even greater ideal, that of family, and the picture becomes even 
clearer.

Our passionate team works together to solve problems: to take some-
thing that may otherwise be a stumbling block and make a connection to 
something better. As each of our residents are unique, it is not nor can 
be, a one size fits all solution we are looking for! We support the resi-
dents we serve and, in order to do that to the best of our team’s ability, 
we support each other. We know that each team member has something 
special and unique to offer, and that together with our residents and 
their families, we can make a positive difference because of the synergy 
that is created by a group of caring and committed people.   

When asked what team means to her, Mary, who has been part of our 
wellness team for the past 8 years answered: “A team is not just because 
we work together; we are a team because we respect, trust and care for 
each other. The relationships I have built with co-workers, residents and 
the families makes working at Waterside very enjoyable and beyond re-
warding. Waterside is my home away from home and I could not imagine 
working anywhere else!”

When asked the same question, a brand new culinary team member 
responded with, “Team means that you work together, but at Waterside 
we are more than a team: we are family, we help and look out for each 
other. I love my job at Waterside as I want to serve our seniors and give 
back to them.”

And Matt, our Environmental Services Manager, added, “Being part of a 
team means helping each other through the bad times and celebrating 
the good together. Waterside is family.”

It is clear that at Waterside Retirement Lodge, it is the caring and con-
nections shared between people that make our home. To coin a new 
phrase, we are an extended and multi-layered family – our residents 
and their families with our team members and our incredible community 
partners. 

Our organization’s mission statement is: “to make an outstanding difference in the lives of others”. A purpose we take quite 
seriously at Waterside! We work to make each resident’s life brighter, easier and more complete. We care for them and work to 
make life interesting, fulfilling and fun. And because we make each other, regardless of their role at the lodge, an important part 
of serving the residents who have chosen Waterside as their home, our residents feel just that - at home. 

As the General Manager of Waterside Retirement Lodge, I am thankful for our Waterside team and our “extended and multi-
layered family.” I invite you to get to know us!

Nina Eldred, General Manager
Waterside Retirement Lodge



When you think back to your summer memories at the cottage, you might remember the time the 
big snapping turtle laid eggs off the beach, the first time your child or grandchild jumped off the 
dock or drove the boat, the biggest fish story and the best campfire nights with friends.

If your Georgian Bay memories ever involved an accident, a run-in with wildlife, or a health scare, 
you will certainly remember when Georgian Bay General Hospital (GBGH) was there for your fam-
ily.   

Caring for you and your family for generations…

GBGH has been providing exceptional care for our entire cottage community for more than 100 
years.  Today, our hospital offers 24-hour emergency services supported by internal medicine, 
general surgery, ophthalmology, dentistry, obstetrics, and gynecology services.  Our hospital has 
a six-bed, Level 3 Basic ICU (designation is the second highest with the exception of specialty 
units), diagnostic imaging services including x-ray, ultrasound and CT, and is a member of the 
Ontario Telemedicine Network. GBGH also has strong partnerships and protocols in place with 
regional hospitals, ensuring that patients can receive specialized care quickly if required.

Our hospital is the primary health care centre for more than 56,000 permanent residents, and 
more than 100,000 seasonal residents; numbers that grows each year as more people discover 



the beauty of Georgian Bay and make the move to work, live and play in our commu-
nity. We see the impact of this population growth on our hospital, with steadily increasing 
numbers of visits to the Emergency department and inpatient volumes that are consis-
tently higher than 100% year after year. Despite increasing pressures, our compassionate, 
skilled clinicians and care teams continue to be here for every single person who comes 
through the hospital doors. 

We want to continue being here to serve the families on the shores of Georgian Bay for 
generations to come. 

Our vision of care in the future includes a large, modern health care facility in Midland, 
with a comprehensive acute mental health program integrated with our proficient Emer-
gency department, diverse surgical services, expanded ICU and sufficient inpatient beds 
to meet the needs of our growing - and aging - community. 

For more than a century, our permanent and seasonal communities have supported our 
hospital by funding equipment and technology, as well as education and capital rede-
velopment. Generous organizations and businesses have prioritized health care in their 
annual budgets to ensure the hospital is equipped to care for their members and em-
ployees.  Individuals have given their time, talents and resources to strengthen our health 
services and advocate for support from all levels of government. 

As we embark on a journey to bring this new health care vision to reality, we will be ask-
ing our communities to continue their support as donors, volunteers and advocates.  It 
will take the collective efforts of our region’s families, businesses and associations to 
ensure a strong future for GBGH, so that our incredible care teams continue to serve our 
community for generations to follow. 

We each have the unique opportunity to invest in health care today and leave a legacy 
for our children, our grandchildren and the generations to follow.  The GBGH Foundation 
works with our residents, cottagers and businesses to empower GBGH to deliver excep-
tional health care, today and in the future.

If you would like to learn more about your hospital away from home, we invite you to 
join us for a virtual tour.  You can get more information on our website (https://gbghf.ca/
bofc/) or by calling our office at 705-526-GIVE (4483). 

 Nicole Kraftscik, Executive Director, GBGH Foundation



MIDLAND 1 0) 
TOYOTA 

From our beginning in 1990 we. at Midland Toyota. set out to provide the 
best vehicles, the best value and the best service-anywhere. Our motto We 
really do carer is not just a catchphrase but a belief that is at the core of 
everything we do for our customers and our team. 

We didn't realize 30 years ago how important that phrase would be. The recent 
COV1D crisis has made it our focus to ensure that our families, employees, 
customers and friends are kept as safe and well as possible. This approach has 
sustained us through this difficult time and we will continue to do everything we can 
to be of help and support to anyone in Our community. 

We are heavily invested in our community as well. From the beginning Midland 
Toyota has believed in the "Shop Midland" culture. Ifs our aim to use local 
trades, local goods and services with the long term view that the relationships 
we build will be of value to the community. Still today, we have relationships that 
have lasted more than 30 years from local businesses that helped us build our 
store to our first customers that purchased vehicles from us. 

From our owner Jim Koch on down our goal at Midland Toyota is to make sure you 
have the best new or used vehicle experience possible. After all, you have invested 
your money with us and we believe it is our responsibility to look after you to the 
best of our abilities. 

Remember  - We Really Do Carel 

Cams WIN us anytime: In-store on King St. in  Midland or online at midlandtoyota.ca 

705-527-6640 



Wymbolwood Beach
Association

Financial Statements
Year ended September 30, 2021

2021



+ TAX. ACCOUNTING. ADVISORY. TECHNOLOGY.

Wymbolwood Beach Association

Statement of Excess of Revenue Over Expenditures  
For the year ended September 30, 2021
(unaudited - see Notice to Reader)

2021 2020

Revenue
Advertising $ 5,488 $ 3,655
Interest - 417
Membership 7,840 7,010
Other income 1,373 120
Tennis membership 1,984 1,478

16,685 12,680

Expenses
Advertising and promotion 4,261 4,125
Association fees 387 499
Bank charges and interest 130 87
Insurance 1,958 1,962
Office 1,580 457
Park expenses 3,018 600
Professional fees 1,582 1,582
Property taxes 1,031 1,018
Regatta, corn roast and field day expenses 587 -
Tennis expense 281 -

14,815 10,330

Excess of revenue over expenditures 1,870 2,350

Surplus, beginning of year 8,894 7,862

Net assets internally restricted for tennis court resurfacing (1,703) (1,318)

Surplus, end of year $ 9,061 $ 8,894



+ TAX. ACCOUNTING. ADVISORY. TECHNOLOGY.

Wymbolwood Beach Association

Balance Sheet
September 30, 2021
(unaudited - see Notice to Reader)

Assets 2021 2020

Current assets
Cash and equivalents $ 38,667 $ 32,213
Accounts receivable 505 1,795
Prepaid expenses 956 956

$ 40,128 $ 34,964

Liabilities

Current liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 1,598 $ 1,993

Net assets

Net assets internally restricted for Gypsy Moth Program - 11,425
Net assets internally restricted for park refurbishment 15,114 -
Net assets internally restricted for tennis court resurfacing 13,139 11,436
Net assets internally restricted for youth activity camp 1,216 1,216
Surplus 9,061 8,894

38,530 32,971

$ 40,128 $ 34,964

Approved:

__________________________________ ____________________________________
Director Director

Signature:

Email:
Jeff Fredericks (Feb 24, 2022 16:29 EST)
Jeff Fredericks

Jeff Fredericks

jeff.fredericks@rogers.com
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TINY TOWNSHIP CONTACTSTINY TOWNSHIP CONTACTS A German Icon now available for Georgian Bay cottagers 
 
When we met up with Regina and Thomas Seidel, the owners of SunHaus Designs, the two 
welcomed us socially distanced to their deck at their cottage in Wasaga Beach. The couple 
offered us a seat in their SunHaus, a unique outdoor furniture piece from Germany. And that is 
why we stopped by. We wanted to learn firsthand what these mini-cabanas were all about. It 
was a breezy day but as soon as we sat in the SunHaus we could no longer feel the wind and 
enjoyed the warmth of the sun. Since the neck pillows are height adjustable we made ourselves 
comfortable right away.  
 
During our conversation they told us that in the summer of 2019 Regina inherited a German 
outdoor furniture icon called “Strandkorb” from her cousin. The two were like sisters and, 
although separated by the Atlantic, the two visited each other regularly. They spent much time 
together in the “Strandkorb” chatting and chilling. It became a little oasis on the cousin’s 
balcony. Earlier that year, she passed away after a short battle with cancer and left the unique 
chair to Regina. 

The “Strandkorb” was transported 
to the family weekend home in Wasaga Beach. Once there it created 
much interest amongst family and friends due to its unique character 
and features. Since this premium piece of outdoor furniture was not 
available in Canada, Regina and Thomas decided it was time to bring the 
“Strandkorb” under the name “SunHaus” to our shores and lakes. 

At this point we started dipping into the snacks that were set up on the 
convenient fold-out table of the SunHaus. We learned that the 
“Strandkorb” has graced German shorelines for many decades. It was 
invented in 1882 by a German basket weaver for a customer looking for 
shelter from wind and sand gusts. The reclineable beach chairs are used 
at most German seaside resorts where they are available for rent by 
vacationers. This cultural icon has made its way from the Northern and 
Baltic Sea beaches into the hearts of its owners. 

 

Thomas pointed out that the SunHaus is made from sustainably grown 
hardwood and that the wicker canopy is hand-woven from recyclable 
wicker weave. When the sun started to be too bright in our eyes we easily 
pulled down the sun awning for some shade. This really is the ultimate 
piece of outdoor furniture.   

 
Before we left we put the SunHaus in the full reclining position, pulled-out 
the footrests and kicked back. If it hadn’t been for this interview, we 
would probably have dozed off in this cozy lounger with the sound of the 

waves coming in. The SunHaus is a perfect addition to shores 
of Georgian Bay.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

www.sunhaus.ca  
 
 
 
 

TINY TOWNSHIP CONTACTS

Tiny Municipal  Departments Phone

Building 705-526-5965

By-law Department 705-526-4136

CAO/Clerk/Mayor & Council 705-526-4136 ect 229

Fire & Emergency Service 705-322-1161 (non-emergency contact)

Public Works 705-526-4202

Recreation Department 705-526-4204 ext 230

Septic 705-527-0119

Tax Department 705-526-4204 ext 230
Waste Collection 705-735-6901 or 1-800-263-3199

Mayor and Members of Council Phone email

George Cornell, Mayor 705-526-4204 mayorcornell@tiny.ca

Steffen Walma, Deputy Mayor 705-526-4204 deputymayorwalma@tiny.ca

Cindy Hastings, Councillor 705-526-4204 councillorhastings@tiny.ca

Tony Mintoff, Councillor 705-526-4204 councillormintoff@tiny.ca

Gibb Wishart, Councillor 705-526-4204 councillorwishart@tiny.ca

Robert Lamb, Chief Admin Officer 705-526-4204 ext 224 rlamb@tiny.ca

Sue Walton, Director Legislative Services 705-526-4204 ext 225 swalton@tiny.ca

Laura Russel, Sr Admin Coordinatior 705-526-4204 ext 229 lrussell@tiny.ca

collective contact for Mayor and Council 705-526-4204 council@tiny.ca

65 66



huroniaalarms.com     1.844.363.9311

Safe. 
Secure. 
And Sound.

MIDLANDCOLLINGWOOD MUSKOKA



www.georgianbaybooks.ca

KAREN BOWEN
Oil paintings of Georgian Bay and local country-
side by award-winning artist KAREN L BOWEN.

Open by chance and by appointment.  Visit 
Wymbolwood Studio at 491 TBRS. 

karenLbowenart@gmail.com
website: karenLbowenart.ca

call/text: 905-954-5067
See my work on Facebook & Instagram

Inquire about workshops.

197 West St. North
Orillia, ON L3V 5C7

705.325.6094

Marlene Bulas Art

www.sunninghillart.com
Appointment or by chance

*Happy Summer*

480 Elizabeth Street, Downtown Midland

Call us today....

705-52-PRINT

design it
print it
scan it

bind it
fax it
ship it

darryl@midlandcopyshoppe.com

PRINT
We Design -
We

We Care!



2018

Garden / Landscape

Greg Norman’s Design Installation
830 Yonge Street, Midland, ON L4R 2E7

Phone: (705) 526-4361  Fax: (705) 526-5881



“Thank you to my 
awesome customers”

“Thank you to our 
Front Line Workers”

2 5/5   3 7/8

Tel:  705-526-7599
705-245-7663 (ROOF)
Fax: 705-526-2054

standlithroofing@rogers.com

1 County Road 6 North
TINY (Perkinsfield), ON

L0L 2J0

Anthony Lancia
Master Estimator

STANDLITH Inc
Roofing DivisionS

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING

Shingles, Cedar, Metal, Modified for Flats

RESIDENTIAL   PROFESSIONALS

Real Estate, Restaurants, Storage, Taxi

705 526-1203

Various Sizes • Indoor / Outdoor • Boat, RV, etc.
Moveable Containers

Enjoy a Perfect
Latte or Cappuccino
on our Sunny Patio

Also Serving an
Outstanding Lunch

526 Hugel Avenue
Mildand, ON L4R 1V7

705.526.5526
OldeTownLibrary.ca

9513 Hwy 93, P.O. Box 251



Roofing • Siding • Windows • Doors

ESTABLISHED in 1988

Plumbing & Water Treatment
Heating and Air-conditioning

F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

526-5311
P.O. Box 831

Midland, Ontario

Tom Downer ltd.



Grace Kidd
Broker of Record

gracekidd@rogers.com
705 526-2200

Rob Heming
Sales Representative

Email robheming@rogers.com

705 361-9283

Offices in
Balm Beach

&
Wyevale

Serving Tiny
for more than 20 Years

Lee Woodhouse, Owner
T 705.322.2282
E lee@thebodyworks.ca

THE BODYWORKS
AND COLLISION CENTRE

•  Insurance Referred Shop
•  Complete Insurance Work
   Guaranteed.
•  Collision Specialists.
•  Paint and Rust Work

If you’re fussy, we’re the shop for you!

14 William St.
Elmvale, Ontario

L0L 1P0

MIDLAND

281 CRANSTON CRES. MIDLAND ON, L4R 4L1
705-526-2278

SERVICING ALL
MAKES AND MODELS!



740 Yonge Street, Midland
Corner of Yonge & 7th St.

From 7:00am
Tues. - Thurs. til 9:00pm

Fri. - Sat. 10:00pm
Sun. til 8:00pm

Restaurant

Now Open for: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Home Baking from Scratch

Call today to book your Thanksgiving,
Christmas or special occasion

Mention this ad for a complimentary Luzianne Iced Tea

(705) 527-1666
8215 Hwy 93, Wyebridge, ON L0K 2E0

Wye Heritage Marina

Wye Heritage Marina





































Handmade Belgian ChocolateFresh 
Fudge •  Espresso

Coffee • Tea • Gifts & More
Ice Cream & Fresh Waffle Cones

235 King Street • 705-528-0250
www.theelegantgourmet.com

Open 7 Days a Week.









































































WWW.MADCRAVINGS.CA

740 Yonge Street, Midland
Corner of Yonge & 7th St.

From 7:00am
Tues. - Thurs. til 9:00pm

Fri. - Sat. 10:00pm
Sun. til 8:00pm

Restaurant

Now Open for: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Home Baking from Scratch

Call today to book your Thanksgiving,
Christmas or special occasion

Mention this ad for a complimentary Luzianne Iced Tea

(705) 527-1666
8215 Hwy 93, Wyebridge, ON L0K 2E0
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Handmade Belgian ChocolateFresh 
Fudge •  Espresso

Coffee • Tea • Gifts & More
Ice Cream & Fresh Waffle Cones

235 King Street • 705-528-0250
www.theelegantgourmet.com

Open 7 Days a Week.









































































WWW.MADCRAVINGS.CA

(subject to change)

Postal Outlet • ATM
Home-made Sandwiches & Baked Goods

Propane Exchange 20lb
Lottery • Milk • Eggs

Grocery • Frozen Foods
Garbage Tags • Fire permits

Rotary TV Bingo

Hours: Monday - Friday 7am to 8pm
Saturday / Sunday 8am to 8pm

870 County Rd. 6, Wyevale
(corner of Cons. 5)

(705) 322-2624

Soft-Serve Ice Cream

P r e m i e r eR e t i r e m e n tL o d g e  i nW a s a g aB e a c h !

Call Alisa now: 705-429-8626
It's worth the conversation!



608 Overhead Bridge Rd.
Tiny, ON L9L 2J0

Office Space Available for Rent

705 527-3784

• Preventive Medicine
• Dentistry
• Surgery
• Geriatric Care
• Prescription Diets
• Boarding / Day Care
• Grooming
• Pet Supplies

765 Yonge St., Midland T: 705-526-8002

New Clients Welcome
Open Monday to Saturday

6462 Highway 93, Waverley 
 

Dr. Barbara Ann Chidiac, DVM 
 23 years service within the veterinary community 

 
Companion Veterinary Care Including:

 In house Wellness and Diagnostic testing 
 Prescription Medications and Diets 
 Heartworm and Flea prevention  
 X-Ray services - PennHIP certified 
 Surgery 
 Dentistry 
 Reproduction - AI and Collection 

(705) 835-7005 
1-866-922-0021 

Breeders Welcome 
Homeopathic & Chiropractic treatment 

also available 

Dr. Barbara Ann Chidiac, DVM
Dr. Willow Johnson, DVM

6462 Highway 93, Waverley 
 

Dr. Barbara Ann Chidiac, DVM 
 23 years service within the veterinary community 

 
Companion Veterinary Care Including:

 In house Wellness and Diagnostic testing 
 Prescription Medications and Diets 
 Heartworm and Flea prevention  
 X-Ray services - PennHIP certified 
 Surgery 
 Dentistry 
 Reproduction - AI and Collection 

(705) 835-7005 
1-866-922-0021 

Breeders Welcome 
Homeopathic & Chiropractic treatment 

also available 

6462 Highway 93, Waverley 
 

Dr. Barbara Ann Chidiac, DVM 
 23 years service within the veterinary community 

 
Companion Veterinary Care Including:

 In house Wellness and Diagnostic testing 
 Prescription Medications and Diets 
 Heartworm and Flea prevention  
 X-Ray services - PennHIP certified 
 Surgery 
 Dentistry 
 Reproduction - AI and Collection 

(705) 835-7005 
1-866-922-0021 

Breeders Welcome 
Homeopathic & Chiropractic treatment 

also available 

Vaccine titres & vaccinations

6462 Highway 93, Waverley 
 

Dr. Barbara Ann Chidiac, DVM 
 23 years service within the veterinary community 

 
Companion Veterinary Care Including:

 In house Wellness and Diagnostic testing 
 Prescription Medications and Diets 
 Heartworm and Flea prevention  
 X-Ray services - PennHIP certified 
 Surgery 
 Dentistry 
 Reproduction - AI and Collection 

(705) 835-7005 
1-866-922-0021 

Breeders Welcome 
Homeopathic & Chiropractic treatment 

also available 

Physical examinations

frozen & chilled semen services

TO ALL OF OUR  ADVERTISERS 

T H A N K  Y O U 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Travel, Veterinary

Homeopathic & Chiropractic Treament
ALSO AVAILABLE

WE ARE HERE WE ARE HERE FOR YOUFOR YOU

Georgian Bay General Hospital is here for you and your 

family when you need us most; whether it's a heart attack, 

stroke, boating accident, sudden illness, or a broken limb.

Join us for a virtual tour to learn 

more about your hospital.

www.GBGHF.ca/BofC

Contact Lisa Wanamaker

wanamakerl@gbgh.on.ca

705-526-GIVE (4483)

2 Queen St. E. Elmvale



HOME               BUSINESS               COTTAGE   

Abellpestcontrol.com | 1-888-949-4949

Control of mice, rats, ants, roaches, 
bed bugs, wasps, and dozens of 
other pests

FREE no-obligation quote

Effective, safe, and fast 
pest elimination

Call your 
Abell technician 

today for a free estimate
1-888-949-4949

Pest Control
experts protecting Canada’s 

homes, businesses and 
cottages since 1924.

We’re on it!

24/7

Certified
Technicians 24/7 Service Since 1924 Money Back 

Guarantee

Funeral Home
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725 Vinden St.,
Midland ON L4R 1A1

Tel: 705 527-4012
Fax: 705 527-4015

Home Improvement: Windows and Doors

725 Vinden St.,
Midland ON L4R 1A1

Tel: 705 527-4012 Fax: 705 527-4015

Celebrating

       27 Years

Home Improvement: Windows and Doors

725 Vinden St.,
Midland ON L4R 1A1

Tel: 705 527-4012 Fax: 705 527-4015

Celebrating

       27 Years

Home Improvement: Windows and Doors

725 Vinden St.,
Midland ON L4R 1A1

Tel: 705 527-4012 Fax: 705 527-4015

Celebrating

       27 Years

705.526.1884 - info@prfcustomkitchens.ca - prfcustomkitchens.ca
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm -Saturday By Appointment Only

Custom Kitchens & Bath | Dining Furniture | Trim | Outdoor Leisure | Mennonite Furniture

239 County Road 6 South Tiny, Ontario 2J0- -L0L
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,Atiert,  

SE CI 0 

FIND 
YOUR 

FIT 
AND 

MAKE IT 
PERSONAL 

HIGHWAY 12 MIDLAND 
FACTORY 705-526-2248 

APECREA477421V 
plyroy3tore 



Visit us today at www.waterdepotessa.com

RENTAL & 
SERVICE PLANS

AVAILABLE



If you are thinking of selling, call for a 
free, no obligation opinion of value. 

Nancy Bryant, Realtor®  
(705) 791-8221 
NancyBryantRealEstate@gmail.com 
Nancy-Bryant.c21.ca 

 
BJ Roth Realty Ltd. Brokerage 

248 First Street 
Midland ON, L4R 0A8 

For the best results in Real Estate, 
call your local Professional! 

Independently owned and operate. Not intended to solicit properties for sale or buyers under contract. 



ELMVALE
FOODLAND

Fresh Food.  Friendly Neighbours

Open 7:00am - 10:00pm
EVERY DAY

14 Yonge St. N. ELMVALE, ON
Tel: 322-2261

Thank you to our advertisers.

705-549-8111
4 Main St, Town Dock

106 Main St
Penetanguishene, ON

705-355-1957



IMPORTANT DATES IMPORTANT DATES 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES - JULY 4 TO AUGUST 19YOUTH ACTIVITIES - JULY 4 TO AUGUST 19
REGATTA - JULY 16REGATTA - JULY 16
CORN ROAST - JULY 30CORN ROAST - JULY 30
FIELD DAY - AUGUST 13FIELD DAY - AUGUST 13
AGM - SEPTEMBER 3AGM - SEPTEMBER 3

Cover photo by Beverly PatonCover photo by Beverly Paton
From the happy place of From the happy place of 
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